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That flatters not : 


A Looking-glaſs 


FOR ALL 4 
NEW-CONVERTS 
To whatſoever Perſwaſion, Roman-Catholicks , E 
Conformiſts, or Non-Conformilts, | 


'THAT 15S, CE fl 


2 Certain Sermons of St. Bernard tranſlated into Enghi/b ; 
a wherein the Manner and Nature of the true and 
: hearty Converſion of a Sinner unto God is fully and 
excellently deſcribed. 


Togerher with 


A Preface of the Tranſlator to all New-Converts, in which is 
ſhewn, that the Converſion which will make us happy in if 
the other World, is the Converſion deſcrib'd by St. Bernard ; ”» 
not the ſimple Change ro ſuch a Church, Perfwaſion or | 
Communion. 
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made our joy greater. A great deal of noiſe the change 


the Lord of Heaven and Earth. ' If yoty Conve 


. Joy in Heaven at ' yolty Converſion ; but” if y 
and manners be ſlill the ſame as before, and you have 
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"Tranſlators Pref Sfa 


To ALL en: j app 


ME. dt 


"Ulciplicaſti gentem, ſed non magnificaſti [ztitiarin. 
| "Tbg tall rac ' our number more, bur haſt not 


of New-Converts makes ; and yet no great caſe of 

Joy, either to themſebves 6r to the Church, Perſwafion 

or Seff, vv whatever elſe you pleaſe to call it, to which 

they are converted. Si'converteris If aes, ad me con- 

vertere. If ye be converted, be comperted anto me, Jos 
r 


to the true Chapeh of Chriſt, 2s you imagin, has comver- 
ted your heart and: ſoul throughly unto God, you have 
na an happy change #ndeed, and no doubt but _ , 
eart 


otten a neww name, and anew form of Godlineſs, 


| cork t the interior Vertue and Power of i, Fs are 
a5 you were as to your title to Beatrtude in 1 


other 
life. Hs good never-a-whit, as never the better, If 
"you be'a Opriftian, Jeſus C! brift has'told you, \Y he means 
and the only means to get eternab life, 'is to love God 

above all things, and your Neighbour s| as your ſehves. 


FT you want t iS: 0' Communion with" py whatſoever 


Church 0 SebF* can + dear fe - from bring. ; whe 
miſerable. ng. x) 7 f, fee eligion is | 
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FE ;f neceſſarily #2 bighly advantageous to be 
,* Ihe true Keligton, Cen in that wuſt needs be cad 
tuened fas | ny led 


vijing, f og < of man's de- 


j Weparations ta 
eternal Beatitude, Au » of all Religions, that 
Religion is demonſirativcly from God which has the 
greateſhang'maniſoiaſt means to fix Soals for the happi-- 
 weſs of The other hfe, by to'make the World truly good ; 
that is; pious to God, charitable to one another, and 
tereperate, as to the nſe and deſires of the things of this 
life + When thoſe means are not by ignorauce or cor- 


s abuſed, but ſincerely and ſeriouſly made. 


ut you thank God you are corverted tothe Church of 
Rome. Er quez tanta fuit Xomam.tibi-cauſa videndi 7: 
Mnd why. fo paſſionately, Je/&ous to ſee Rome ?. But be 
\ # as i will, I'll not. now diſpute with you about it ; 
bat at preſent Il ſuppoſe the. Religion [you have em- 
brac'd, to ' be meoſf boly and true: And yet you muſt 
. give me leave to.tell you as a friend, your great work 
85 ftillto do." I kngw there are certain. Preferments in 
Cambridg called Schol2yſbips and Fellowſhips, which - 
wore. are capable % though never ſo deſerving, either 
for their natural Parts, or acquired Learning ; unleſs 
they have been for ſome time educated in ſuch a School, 
Weſtminſter for example, 'or Eton, Sc, Bus com 
from. ſuch a School, though otherwiſe their Learning be. 
very-andifferent, they are without difficulty preferred 
in reſpective Colleders of the ſaid Univerſity. But 
it is not ſo.in Heaves + Places and 'Dignities 1n- that © 
City of Light are not conferred upon us, becauſe we - 
have been trained up in the -Commuznion of | ſuch a Per- - 
fevaſin, but berauſe of our \fitneſs and. Hijpoſtjons for 
them. ' To fay to the Examiner of. all. hearts.'in 
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| the day of Judgment , you come ont of ame 
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3 ”y as : Corporal or Spiritual, as little regardful of 


be Devine Majeſty, whether out of: fear or love, as be- 
| fare; your great work is" fill todo ; your Converſion 
_ That muſt mithe you live eternally, is flill tobe made. 
If. you be converted to:God, (and all other Cormverfions 
are to very uttle-. purpoſe;) then you bave a regard to 
God in ear ways. For as When yout are converted 
fo the Church of Rome, ſtil} you have an zye to the 
Commands and Orders of that Church - So when ng 
are converted unto God, if you be indeed converted un- 
. to him, you have ever an eye unto bim, and think how 
' be would have. you [pend your time; how much upon 
worldly Affairs, how much in Prayer, and other. ſpiri- 
tual exerciſes ; how psuch in moderate recreation, Sc. 
Tou regard alſo God in your eating, drinking, and fleep-, 
ings obſerving that Chriſtian-mean in all theſe attions, 
which you thmk God Almighty would:have you to 06- 
. ſerve, not regaraing the tontrary wnchriftian pratfices 
o the libertenes you trove amongſt + In ike munner, if 
God Almighty have mide you a Steward of a fair 
Eſtate, you confider how he would have you employ it, 
how much upon your: own.neceſſary expetices, and how 
_ much upon the poor, Sc. The hike for whatever Talents 
of Learning or natural Parts God Almighty has en- 
dowed you with, ſindying to employ all to the greater 
good of the World, after the example of the great Pat- 
tern of ail Perfett;on, our Bleſſed Saviour; who went 
about doing gaod : And you, if you. will be worthy of 
that bigh Name of 'a Chritian muſt. endeavour in this, 
and all other regards, to walk as he walk'd. He that 
ſays he abides in Jeſus Chriſt, ought even as he. walked 
himſelf alſo ro walk, 1 Joh. 2. 6. That ts, as Venerable 
Bede expounds thoſe Divine words. Non ambire rer- 
.xena, {Sc. Not to ſeek earthly things, norito follow af- 
tcr periſhable gains ; to 'fly Honours, -ro embrace all 
: ' worldly 


worldly. Contempr for Heavenly:G 
gaed to all, ro- injure no-body, and. patiently to.ſuſler - 
iojuries from others, .yea to ask-their Pardon: of God 
who injure us ; never, to ſeek our own, but always ro 
ſeek our Maker's Glory ; and to make as many as-we 
can, together with us, to affe& things above. To do 
_ and ry _ This ve na —_ F-. to. follow the 
OO rift, the Converſion ſo. frequent 
| — in Holy Scriptures, with 4 Er rt 
eternal; ak pop, in the 18th of Ezek., Why will 
ye dye O houſe of Iþae/; becauſe I will not the death 


To: all > 


lary, willingly to do © 


of him that dieth, faith the Lord God ; Return ye and - 


live : If this Conver/1on or returning to God Almieht 

ſignified no more but an embracing of the right Faith, 
or true Religion, it were an eaſy thing indeed, eſpeci- 
ally for a great many to eſcape eternal death, and to 06- 
tain eternal life. ut the truth is, the Converſion to 
which eternal life is promiſed by Almighty God, 'is a 
Converſion of another nature. In three words, it'ss 
the Conver fron which is -moſt excellently deſcribed by 
St. Bernard',n the Ag Sermons: Get that, and 

a 


you are eternally happy z want that, and the being of 
"whatſoever Perſiwaſin, never ſo holy, or never ſo good, 
will mot be able to hinder you' from being eternally 


miſerable. A great enquiry is made which is the true - 
and pure Church of Chriſt - And no doubt but it is a 
Qs jon'of high moment and concern; but according to - 
the beft of m underſtanding. conſidering the. fvs 62 | 
State of Religion in England, it -muth more concerns - 
all that. ſincerely '\and. beartily+ deſae\ to be eternally © 


happy, to re, ſuppoſmg me. to be of the true Church - 
of Chriſt, what is ft11} further neceſſary for my Salua- 


tion? and to uſe the utmoſt induſtry for the acqui- - 
quiſition. of that main thing neceſſary, whatſoeve CY 


is, 


A. Cotte 


0 fe iPreface S 
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ortd ; ; bus we would 


Ft be 
EY: have thi he abr Wo bt wok 
berefore no aaa he, feww of all Perfiwafions : 


T 00d earneſt labour to get their 'hearts and 
Toner prefer anto God, though this and only this 
tbe that Tohith can indeed make us eternally happy; 
betanſe this-is a work of "immenſe d:fficul/y'to corrupt 
nature -- but rather innumerable multitudes ſatisfy 
themſebves, with little more than the exterior # 
the Church or Perſtoaſion they adhere unto - Thoug 
.all achnowlede, that eoithowe an hearty Comver ſion to 
God Almighty in this World, there's no hopes Ne ſeeing 
him for ever mm the next. For example, 
ſoon ts there. #s, that does not ethnowieds Zora 
and henrty regard of Ami ighty God to be- neceſſary 
Sabvation; 44 "Iu that this our piety to God muſt expr 
it ſelf | $24 lrg devout Prayer: And that Charity 
fo our is alſo neceſſary to Salvation ; and 
that this C arity muſt expreſs it fetf by Alms-deeds, 
and other good offices to our Neighbour, according to his 
neceſſity, and our On on And that alſo a moderateilſe 
of Kats drink, and 0 ceſſaries of this life, is 4 
neceſſary tv Sabvation. And moreover, do not all Per- 
ſwaſtons agree, that in caſe we bave ſarmed,"wot only 
hearty ſorrow and repentance is neceſſary to Sahvatton, 
but that this ſorrow,if it be trut and Raw, will ex- 
preſs it ſelf by aq —_ atts of humiliation more or 
teſs ; for examp ping mewrang Jahing, jre- 
quent arr 0 p 526d; harm f for Pardon ; faft- 
7", og a oy Ahn Sug antling, 
ow few of the ſevera s'of Rehigion ang 
' #5, ſpend any conſfiderable time in 5, and hoby 
: Prayers, 


cÞes, We: mu wth es phantyrn. ofe- Jars Orb" 
= Paters and Aves;: twhirh toft: che.whae uot mw | 
erciſes un an grain ramen -\Quam'mi di- 
| pK tam: _ 
fone, wp re, nr par | 
o-greatly 0: ; | 
meh: for = fins, Tos deep wound, lets ONE 21K 
ul.Cure not be wanting ;- let not 2 Our Peridaciie He 
leſs than our faulc.Doeſt chicu think that thou -canſt'be 
able preſently and forthwich-to appoaſo Almighty God,” 
om. with perfidipus words thou haſt denicd ; before 
m-thou. battorefarred thy Parrimony ; ; Whoſe Tem-* 
ple thou haſt ſacrilegioully violated. Doeſt thou think 
that he. wilt calily have mercy on thee, whom thon-haft 
ſaid that he..was..nohe. of thine: + It behoves -thee to 
pray. unto him, and co beſeech him with all cartieſtneſs, 
co paſs the day in mourning, and to ſpend whole nights 
in watching and reats, to fill all time with dolefu] '1a- 
menta! bns,..to. make aſhes: thy: bed; to roll thy ſelf in” 
duſt and baircloath ; and finee-thou haſt loſt-the\gar-" 
ment of Chriſt, now thou ſhould defire to: have no: 
roman ar all; afrer the. food of: the Devil," thon 
wood _ taſting ob pormas buſy. hy: felf- in _ 
Wor. $ hes ins are ERIEs 
Alms, by = Wa fouls arc. d« Ld are whit \ \ 
the Ady cy would have caken- away from thee, let 
receive.:) nor @ught'thar. Parrimony to be kept” 
orloyed, by which one prone deceivedand overcome. 
"The (ag res, quent Rn an wvelapſer into 
Wi ew us bow wain any tous". 
72] they ere. Prevougedee > 
e ſud" 0unds, cauſed m_— 
ouls 
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that Re; quent 
hee beex alohfied 


—_— To all New-Converts. 
” , ſouls by our ſins, as is manifeſt by their ſo ſpeedy break- 
' ing out again, were only covered, not cured: As the 
= Ceres of Rome _ of certain Prieſts, Ep. 31. ad 
'Cypr. who by a falſe ſweetneſs precipitated the Recon- 
c:liation of Sinners. How ( ſay they) can they be 
_ cured in receiving the Grace of Abſolution, yo the 
Indulgence of the Church, if the  Chirurgeon himſelf 
cut ſhort the Pennance, and make himſelf indulgent to 
their ruine and deſtruQion A, he coyer only the 
*% ib ae md'yiit, pri. Je mT OY nts $64 4 rt 3-9: 

Nas wn e-aatemhert Pr oa; ey meat this 15 not tro 
cure ſouls; bur if ws will ſpeak, the truth, 'tis ro kill 
them. In fine, let tit make it our buſmeſs to experi- 


” #F: of pun oft: this: Repetts ances 

Con Hen #nd fully 'deſeriþedinthe: al 
low Sr. Bernard, and this is in 
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perfetHly ſecure our weak frail | elves from relapſing 
into the ſame our ed ſms, and abundantly edzrty 
whomſoeter we may have juitly offended by our former 
aunchrift;an Converſation, 
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| Preached ro the * wo 
- | Concerning 
| Lonverſion: 
CHAP. I, 


That no botly canbe converted to God, wnleſr he be pre- 
vented by the Will of God, and by his Voice crying 
wato him within. 


'OU are met t er, as I believe, to hear the Word: 
of God ; for 1 there does not occur to me- any 
other cauſe of this your {© fervorous a concourſe, By 
- all means I approve of this your deſire, and ra- 
tulate with you for your laudable zeal. For bleſſed are 
which hear the Word of God, but provided alſo that rhey. keep 
it. Bleſſed are they that remember his Commandments, but to 
the end that they may d@-them, For ” has the words "I 


* 


OE ES Ln. A attiapes 


- that true 
we enter into. it any other way. Our Lord telling us plainly ; . 
Unleſs ye be converted, and mad: like little ones, ye 


 feem to 


over, nor h 


- this very 
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Life, and the Hour is come (a 
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y us, but by Converſion, nor can 


S PL, * 
- 
Jife is 


, ' 0 all not enter into 
the Kingdom of fcaves,Npt.1$.v:3. And.with gapd reafon'do little. 
ones enter ; for the litele Chitd cond them,- who for this end 
was born, and given us. I ask then, what yoice- is that which the 
dead hear, and when they have heard ir, live ? for perhaps it is ne- 


 ceſſarygogPreachyrhe Gol] | even to the gcad. d o ne] 
there aſus $o 3 thr ll of, which the Ton RA 
the Lor& has ſpoken, as his Prophet reftifles. Thott haſt fiid; (fays 


he, ſpeaking, without doubt, tothe. Lord his God,) Be converted 0 
Je ſons of men, Jer. 3. Arid indeed deſervedly does Converſion 
2e required from he ſons of men, to gyig, abſolutely ne- 
ceffary for. ſinnersf Ph @ BRIhhEREDFRs, thet praiſe which 
becomes the juſt,# ® verltce# oor mhEPyophet ſinging , 
Praiſe thy God, O Sion, Plal.' 147. he Prophet ſays, 
Thex haſt ſaid: in my judgment it is not careleſly to be paſſed 
E "to be heard” For who dare re what 
God has ſaid to the ſayings of men ? Verily the Word of God is 
lively and efficacious, and his Voige is.in magnificence and power. 
In fine, he faid it, and all things were made. He ſaid, Let there be 
light, atd the light was made. He laid, Be ye converted, O. ye. ſous of 
B12, « £7 were. converted. "So it is indeed; the converſion . of 
Souls is the work of God's Voice, and not of man's. Siwmon,* the 
Son of oby, a Fiſher.of men, although called and conſtituted for 
| ſe by our Lord, yet in yain ſhall even he labour 
"night; and catch nothing, until bythe wordvf our Lord caſtiiy 
his ac2; he halt be able to fn ir a great multitude of ' _ 
And Iwould to God we could alfd:ro day in this Word:caſt th@ner 
of the Word, and experience what is written: Zo, he ſoall-grve 
1d his Voice «Voice of-power, Plal. 67, WI we ſpeak a Tye; it's plain 
that's . a nn gre then- alid our words wilt be 
jadged to be our own; not our Lords, if: we ſeek: ouy own Con- 
cerns, and not the things of Jeſs Chriſt, Moreover, ORgD we- 
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k the tri 6f God, and ſeek the gfory of Obd, We. mh 

_ kits atone hope > fo 0 an -A At 
'W pleaſe ro-accompany his own Sick wi a oice of pow- 
er. To this internal Voice therefore I exhort you to Tiſten watch 
the cars of your heart ; and that you would make' it your buſt 
neſ& rather to hear God fi peaking within you,. than man ſpeaking 
without you. For thae ep a voice bf ITS and Power, 
fearching the deſerts, making to 'tremble the deſerts, dd off 

the ſtupid torpor of Souls. 


CH A'P. Wi. 


That God's Voice offers it ſelf to all, aud preſents it felf 
« fo the Soul that's unwilling to hear it. . 


OR need we much' t6 balder? to "come to hear this Voice, 
the labour .will be rather. rp ſtop. thine. ears: thar 
+ *-rhou maiſt not ſear it. For the Voice: it ſelf. offers 
4c (elf, intrudes it ſelf nor does” it ecaſt continually to knock ar 
every one's door. In fine, Forty years, ſays tie, 1 have been very 
neer to that generation, and have ſaid the always err with their 


heart. 'He is ſtill very neer unto _us, he till ſpeaks, and per 
here is not who' hears! Hitt, He Ys, theſe err ery 
_ Pfat. 94- Cure orb: nie i wit vs us, he ftill- ſpeaks, 
iokirs is tipt who hears him. He ſtill fays,. theſe err " with 
Fe ant. HIP om cries in the ſtreets. Tranſgreſors, reewrn ro 
hitart, Fot this is the of oor Lord s ſpeaking; and 
Ne 'W ord ſees rv tiave gon rote 9 all thoſe _ are conver- 
rweſeo/ their heatr, not'onfy calfing thett; backs: but alſo bringing 
"them before' their own. is : for it 


» but alſ6 a Ray of Ii r, relling men 
ate uy Ray off 5 Now 


| ple vm: ins; Ale 


is chere any difference betwixt the itfetfat gice ig 
ane oor Goa > the'\ f rd wed the. 

26 Nur chris cd, Without -of. fenies 
ive wing if we may caltf'ita Ces Iſo in like man- 


"ner 


anbaldes, fad dy is. repeated, | Res ones er ebay the 
7 : OY | 
watolded Memory is: exhibited, ro certain eyes,” a-ir-wererof thie 
" Soul, Bur both is nor ſo much any thing of as the Soul 
4r&f: ſo rhar_rhe ſame is-both. the beholder, and the behalded: 
the Sou? {et before her own face, and by ſturdy apparitors, to-wit, 
of vos ſenr into her, ſhe is compelled, as a guilty Criminal, 
me r before her own Tribunal. who is able ro undergo | 
without being troubled 2 My Soul is tronbled at my 
Fr (aye the-. Prophet- of- oor Lord,) Pſal. 142: and doeft thou 
- a. that thou-canſt nor be ſer before rhy fe without repre- 


kenſion,, without turbayion ,. without confuſion 2 


— — cet, _— 


wr w.. "_C ” ” Bu bucefl ” 


, CHAP, II. 


Furby the Voict of God the Vcafable art 0 £2, the Soil 
Fr is made able to ſet, reprove, d: —_ diſcern. all 
its 0wn he | 


-JOR maſt you Hope to hex from: FeruA dl Reaſon. diftity 

goiſhes, and reprehends in your Memory. : Apply 

thy bearing, turn the eyes of thy heart to within, and thou 
ſhale learn by thy own experience what is done- there. For no 
©} - knows what things arc in man, but the Spirit of man which 
bt, _ Plazne 1 _—_ if, jd he if Ver menay þ Loon rays or any 
| e lie hidden it w this ex apes. 
i If Fornicarion, if Theft, if Cruelty, ic ay Dec. or any! other 
15 Fault ſhall have been committed, the Crimina] will not be able to 
3 hide himſelf from this Judg within, nor. will. be gr gs le before 
2$ him. For all that irch of onlawful delight, 
|. pleaſure, was ſoonended; but "x imprind erin ws: n 
Lt the memory, it left behind it foul, footſteps. For into. that Repd- 
| Feory, as into a Sink, alll the abomination ran, all rhe fitth flowed. 
=: - a barge Volame, in which all _ arc written, and that with. = 

| bg.” 
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Fen'of truth': now the belly is griped with bitterneſs, although it 


- {cemed-to have delighred the miſerable jaws, in its ſhort paſlage, 


with a certain frivolous ſweetneſs. Miſerable man that I am, 

rieved for. my belly ;- E am -grieved for my belly. And why 

ould I not be pained for the belly of my memory, into which 
ſuch a deal sf -flrh hath-been caſt? My Brethren, who of us,when 
te takes notice that the garment which he wears, is all over be- 
dawbed with foul ſpartle, and defiled with filthy ordure, does not 
vehemently abhor ir, does not preſently put it off, does not with 
indignation caſt it away from him ? wherefore he that diſcovers 
noobs thewiend: but himſelf within, under his garmear, to bein 
ſuch a manner defiled. ought fo much. the more to grieve, and be 
in conſternation, by how much neerer he carries about him what 
he abhors. For the defiled Soul cannot fo caſt away it ſelf, as it 
can its beſpotred Coat. In fine, who is there amongſt us of fo . 
great patience and vertue, that if perhaps (as we read con- 
cerning Mary the Siſter of Afoſes) he ſhould fee his fleſh by a 
certain leproſy on the ſudden white with an. ill ' whiteneſs, 
ſhould be able to bear it with an equal mind, and give his Creator . 
thanks. Now what is this fleſh of ours. but 2 cerrain rotten Coat 
with which we are clothed ? Or what is this bodily Ieproſy to be - 
tooked upon by the Elect, but as the Rod of our. Father's cor- 
reCtion, and the purgation of our Heart ?. But there, there is ve- 
hement tribulation, and moſt juſt cauſe of grief,. when a Sinner 
awaked out of the fleep of his miſerable pleaſure, ſhalt begin to 
deprehend and ſce that internal leproſy which he has gor to him- 
felf with much ftady and labour. For no bady. hates his own : 
ficſh, much leſs can the. Soul hare it ſelf. 
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CHAP IV. 


"To. 1 he who fot] Wicketnefs hates both Ber EW 
Soul and Body. 


Ut perhaps ſomebody may be moved withithat of the Plal- 
: miſt, He who loves miquity, hates bis own Soul : But ] 
y, that he hates alſo his own Body. For does he nor hate 
Ie for which he daily merits more and more fire in Hell; for 
lich,. according to his hard and i impenirent hearr, he rreaſures wp 
day of wrath ? Notwithſtanding this hatred. - 
rhe Body as of the Soul, is rather in effect than affection. 
renetick man hares his own fleſh, when he endeavours 
ic himſelf ;. the diliberation of Reaſon being, aflecp in 
im. Bot can there be a warſe phrenic than impenitency of heapr, 
intan obſtinace reſolution to go en in ſin? For-ſuch an one lays 
viotent hands upon himſelf; nor does he tear and gnaw his. fle 
bur his. mind. " thou haſt ſsen a man frer,, and: ſcratch his hanls 
tiff "they bleed again, thou haſt in ſuch an one a clear and. lively 
01 re'ef a Fa Soul when it fins. For the pleaſuregives place 
rief, and:pain ſucceeds the itching delight. Nor was he ygno- 
f it, that fit would be; but- led: it when he ſcratched 


| himſelf; So we tear and wound our unhappy Souls with. our own 


hands ; but with this difference, hes we wound them-ſo muck the 
more grievouſly, by ' how muck a ſpiritual Creature is more ex- 
cellent,- and more hardly cured. Nor do we this, out of hatred 
or il[-will, but out of a ſtupid pnereg inſenſibiliry. For the Soul 
being red out abroad , it has no ſenſe of irs internal damma- 
ges ; becauſe it is not within it ſelf, bur in the belly perhaps, or 

under the belly. In fine, ſome mens Souls. are in their Platters, 
and others in heir Coffers ; where" thy treaſure is, ſays our Lord, 


. there alſg is thy hrart. And what wonder, if the Soul fee] nor its 
- own wounds, when forgetful of it ſelf, and wholly abſenc from ir 


ſelf, 'ir was gone into a far Country ? But the time will come, 
when returning home to it ſelf, it ſhall underſtand how cruelly it 
tore out its own very bowels, under the pretext of a miſerable 
hunting. 


IY 


& 


buning. Nei Meicher indeed conſe ou be ſenſible of it, when with*- 
af ey of « few Forry fiyes 
like the pider, it ſeemed to make New of its own Bowels. ; 
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CHAP. V.. 


Of the punifoment as well of Soul as Body, and fruitle (5. 
Repentance nerd death. 


-ND this return into it ſelf, ſhall without doabthbe- at 
* after death, when all the doors of the Body thall ca 
| , by. which it was wont to: .wander abroad, . and £0. 
Qrth' ro buſie- it ſelf abour the. figure of this world, which: 
paſſes away z ſo that now it neceſſarily remains init ſelf; all egreſs - 
out of it (elf being now impoſſible unto it. But it will be a fad” 
and moſt pernicious return, and everlaſting miſery; when it ſhall * 
be. able to have repentance, but not. he able to do: any pe- 
nitentiat work; far when, the Body ſhall be wanting, there can-- 
te-no aQtion ; and when there ſhall Me ans neicher can there 
be found any: ſatisfaction. For. to have repentance is ro grieve; | 
but to do pevitential works, is the remedy -of grief.. For one. 
that fhall'want hands, can no more lift up his hands uato heaven. 
Byt whoſoever fhall not return.unto. f before the la oo 
of his body, muſt neceſſarily remain in himſelf for.ever. 
 whata (If? In ſuch a ſelf, as he thall have made himſelf in A. 
life ; unleſs perhaps ke ſhall ſametimes. be worſe, for better ſhall 
he never be whois bak; for this very Body which now he puts 
off, he muſt - one day receive again; / not. to. do penance, but- 
ro be. puniſhed in it, when after a certain fart the condition of the 
fleſh and af ſin ſhall be muck a-like : for as-fin ſhall be-able always 
to be puniſhed, but never he expiated or ſatisfied for, ſo neither in 
rhe Body, ſhall the torments poſſibly be ended, L, par 2 © the Body - 
, be 9oF Cer with the torments. Deſerv everlaſt- 
ing vengeance and rage be again the RN ION 
never be blptted out ; and neither ſhall the ' ſubtance of his fleſh 
fall, feſt together with it the aflidtion of his fleſkſhould be fbree:: 
to fail alſo, My deareſt Brethren, he that fears theſe rhings- is 
cautious to ayoid them ; but he that flights. them , falls into - 


them, 


CHAP. VT. 
That the worm of Conſcience ought here to be felt, and by 


- little, and, little etranubed: . and not to be. apergfoed 
- and nouriſhed to Jmartaity. 


- 


AT therefore we may return to the voice we poke 
"R of above, whilft there is a way open thither, , whi 

_ EE err nie "vin fs wk ty 
i d compaſſion calls back thither Prevaricators. Nor inthe 
'. © meantimelet itbe irkſome to feel the birings of che internal 
.', Worm, ior n-dagerates fawerneſs of taind, or a perni- 
cious ſoftneſs: -prevail with us to difſemble our preſenc þa ee 
Then the Worm is beſt felr, when there is alſo a poſſible 

of choaking it. Therefare let it bite now, that ir die, pared 


putr that gnawing npon it, it may conſume it, 
Bd RA a | ms Ag conſumed, and not be nouriſhed ro 
Rktorraicy 


Þbeir worm, (a s he, ſball net die, and their firt ſpall 
not be | oe, Iſa. 66. Who ſhall 'be able ro-endure from the face 
of 


the torture of the reprchending' Conſtience. God is good, 
Rn: hook ta be-rempted above our ftrength ; nor does 'he' 
ſuffer this worm to moleſt and vex us beyond all 'meaſtre, cſpe- 


cally 

with the Oil of Mercy ; that neither the quantity of our Diſeaſe, 
nor the difficilty of its Cure may be further made known to us 
þD_ is itt 3 bur rather a certain facility ſeems to ſmile up- 
winch afterwards vaniſhes away 3 when now to him that has 
his exerciſed, a ſtrong Combat 1s given, that he may over- 
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rime, he that hears the Voice of the Lord, Return to Four heart 
Oye Preyaricators, and finds ſo ma obſcenities in his inward 
Bed-chamber, he*s very buſy -in ſearching every corner, and be- 
pr curious, he ſeeks by CET paſſage all this filth flowed in, 

_ * and 
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4 : ide and nd cue to bire. In rhe mean time Þy biring, let it 


> bitings ? For at preſent many little Conſolations do miti- | 


in the of our Converſion he es our wounds 


| end learn that Wiſdom is powerful over all. ' In the mean 


oft 


| 


| 


wes are found in them ? Such is nor the Faſt which 1 have 
| ſtop up diligently all 'the holes and 


tion _ he fork yaa et yer. examines , them as 
they are. Whenceit- comes t0..paſs that he has leſs ſenſe, or 
none at all, of thaſe things which arc more grievous nor | 
is he birten ſo much. with the remembrance of Pride and En- 
VyY, as Fats, the remembrance of certain = Inn, and facino- 
rous . 
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CHAP. VI. 


That to ſome i Sees ealy -for man's will to obey 
e Divine Voice. 


ND lo again. a Voice out of the Clouds FUSE Thou haſt 
ſinned, Peace. And what is ſaid, is to- this-purpoſe. Now 
> che ſink overflowing, fills the Houſe with an anwgy eu 
ſtench, and whilſt as yet, the ordures are continually . flow 


be in vain doeſt thoy go about to- ro pomp them out, ro do 


whilſt thou doeſt not leave off+ro fin. For who can 
ve of their Faſts, who faſt for ſtrife am contention, and 
Poult ſmite with the fiſt, yea their own wills and 


choſen, ſays the Lord, Tſe. 58. Shut the windows of death, 
res, and fo at lengrh 
no new ordure entring in, thou wilt be able to purge out the 
old. And the ignorant man, unexperienced in ſpiritual 
exerciſes, thinks what is now om ye is caſily fulfil- 
led ; for what ſhould hinder me, __ he, that I houl not be 
able to command the members of my own body ? Inſtantly 
then he lays a command of upon his gluttonous 
tite, forbids exceſs in drinking, cl ED his ears robe top | 
agaiaſt / 


Cie 


uh che Re ho to: bir arplolgyn> 
SORE he is thus reve Laws, th 
 Deevres'o all A ay ps -6n the: _ Lok 
-exclalm : Whence - 
de regs 17 You hes cnn to do 2s beſt Tkes you. 
Por there ſha be one- found that will' oppoſe your new De- 
crees, that wilt contradidt your new-Laws. But who's" thar, 
ay you ? And'tis anſwered ; to wit, ſhe the Paralytick that lies 
ſigk at home, and' is fadly tormented, For ſhe it is (if you have 
nor forgotten) whom you have long | ſince ordered us-toſerve, . 
. ta wit, to obey her concupiſcences. Miſerable creature, at this 
Voice he waxed pale, and with-confaſion held his peace. For 
- his Spirit was troubled at. it. But the members. of his - body - 
farchwicth addreſs rhemiſclves ro their u Miſtreſs, that 
they may accuſe-their crvd Matter, and complain of his roo ſe- 
vere commands. Gluttony complain that ſhe's commanded the 
mean. of a ſpare diet, and p: ited the pleafare -of ſurfeiting - 
and Srunkenneſs, The-cyes complain a charge is laid bpon them - 
Ae ar ai ragtcy: logks - forbidden them. The ſevere! 
"mbers ye Teo fart ot ſach Hike ainrs, the will is 


wed, exc : what; is this 
Ls Ser Þor « then the tongue ha- 
d unity for its : in very deed, 
t it 1s as c heard. For am commanded to 
in from fibles and lies, and muſt henceforth ſpeak. nothing 
ber whar's TOR MT —_—_ ; 
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How the will of man by Glutt ' Carighey and Pride, 
and by atl $4 ſ{enſes of the Bog rebels againſt the 
Drwume Vocce. v7 Fo | To, it 


A T this the old Beldam, gag, nad leaps out of the 
Bed, and forgetting all her ſickneſs, comes forth with 
| her hair about her ears, her garment rent, her breaſts 
naked, ſcratching her wounds, gnaſhing her teeth, and infefting 
the very air with her-virulent breath. If there yet remairany 
thing of reaſon in the Sinner, how can he be but wholly con- 
founded at ſuch a ſad meeting and attack. of the miſerable will 
as this 2 Whar, ſays ſhe, is this your Conjugal Faith and Fide- 
lity ? do you thus compaſſionate my ſorrows ? ls this your for- 
bearing to add grief to my wounds ? Pethaps it ſeemed to you, 
that ſomething of my too great Dowry was to be taken from 
me z but this tein taken away, what's Jeft me? This is all you 
gave to me miſerable Paralytick, and you did once. know'how 
all its Services were diſtributed. But now if perhaps you have 
forgotten the triple malignity of this worſt of Difeaſes of 
which I am fick, yet 1 have noe forgotten it. For 1 am Vo+ 
luptuous, I am Curious, I am Ambitious, and by reaſon of theſe 
three Ulcers there is no ſoundnel$. in me, from the ſole -of my 
foot to the crown of my. head. Therefore my jaws, and the 
obſcener parts of my, body are deputed to pleafare,' ſeeing you 
will needs have me-recouat all:particulars a new.. The wandring 
foor, and undiſciplin'd eye ſerve Curioſity. The cars and/ ronguc 
are at the beck of Vanity, whilſt by the former the oi) of Sin- 
ners makes fat my head, and by the other 1 my ſelf ſupply, 
when they ſeem to have came ſhort, or to have dane too hetle 
in m opus. For. am greatly delighted both co: receive 
p iſes tram others, and, as opportunity ſerves, to praiſe my 
clf alſo;z. ever delwing to be commended and extolled by my 


own mouth, and by the mouths of others. To which Diſeaſe 
/ C 2 your 


" 13 TS - 
your wit or reaſon is wont eſpecially to adminiſter. very much 
oem or nouriture. prong, the gym which are free to 
moved excry-way, theſe.we do not te--to any ſpecial 
work, bur they exhi it a very diligent fervice z Area ro 
| Vanity, ſomerimes to Quriofity, and other whiles to Pleaſure. 
All which things being ſd diſpoſed, none of them could ever 
et in any one ching fully fatisfy me; becauſe the eye- is not, 
Leiahied wick , hor the ear filled with hearing ; and I wiſh 
ſomerimes, when 1 am beholding ſomething that ikes me, that 
my whole body were made an eye ;z.or when I am at mear, 
that all my members were turned into jaws. And do you now 
momge ro take from me this little comfort, which I.in a man- 
ner beg ? Thes ſhe. And with indignation and fury going away, 
Femi m poſſeſſion, ſaid ſhe nd Bag, long will T hold it, 


CH A'P. IX. 


How the reaſonable part of the Soul being now wexed 
' and affli oy, is. comvinced. of the. vainly preſumed 
_ Jacikty, and confonnaret at. the. difficulty © bo this 
\ TE. Tt. POT» 1 | 


C IO now:meer vexation gives underſtanding. to reaſth z now 

Jar tet th the difficulty of this bufineſs is in ſome meafare 

wn, now he preſumed facility is vaniſhed. For it 
ſres vg memory is flo ueleen filth, and ir ſees other and 
other ordures in great flowing in ; ir ſees the win- 
dows whictrare os ro death can by no means be ſhpr, and thar 
che-over-ruling -Janguid will ftill” commands all, notwithftand- 
allrhe purrid corruption did flow ont of her Ulcers. In 
fine, the Soul ſees it ſelf defied, and-this not 'by another, bur 
x4 its own body, nor from any other than ir ſelf, * But as there 

is ſomething of the Soul, ro wit; the memory which is infect- 

ed, ſo the wills thar' which ifife@ts. Finally, the whole Soul 
is nothi elſe bur Reaſon, Memory-and Will.. Bat now eyen 
Reaſon.alld is found defective, and-in a certain manner _ 
| r 


(33) 
for that it has not all this while ſeen theſe things, and abſolute- 
ly infirm z for that when the matter was diſcovered, jr could not 
prevail to remper and reduce all to order; the Memory nioſt 
foul and noyfom, the Will langaid, all over full of horrid UE- 
cers. And leaſt: of all the things appertaining to a man, there 
_ ſhould remain ſomething untouch'd ; even the Body is become 
rebellious, and all the members ſo many windows, by 'whictr 

death enters into the Soul, and without ceaſing the confuſion 
encreaſes more.an4 more. | 


CHAP. X. 
A comfortable Reſpiration to the poor in Spirit. 


E T every Soul therefore which'is ſuch'an one; hear the 
'., Divine Voice, and let hear her it-with aſtoniſhment and ad- 
: miration;ſaying ; Bleſſed gre the poor in Spirit becauſe theirs 
is the Kingdom of Heaven, Who more poor in Spirit than-he; 
who in all his Spirit finds no reſt,” finds not where . he may =p 
his head ? And this is the: counſeÞof” Piery,: that he who is di 
pleaſed with: bimſelf, ſhould be pleafmg ro:God : and «that he 
who hates his own Houſe, tawit;. an ful] of filth-ard in- 
felicity, ſhould be invited to.an Houſe of Glory ; an Houſe not 
made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens. And no wonder if 
he trembles at the greatneſs of this condeſcention, if he has 
difficulty to believe this report, if with' great aſtoniſhment he 
admire, and ſay , Has then miſery made man happy ? But who- 
ſoever thou .art that art ſuch-an: one, be not diffident z not 
Miſery, but Mercy makes happy ; but Mercies proper ſeat is 
Miſery, that Humiliation may paſs into Humility, Neceſſity into | 
Vertue. Thou wilt ſegregate, O God, ſays he, a voluntary rain 


for thine inheritance, and it became infirm, but thou haſt per- 


feed it.. A profitable infirmity indeed, which ſeeks after the 
hand of the Phyſitian, and to his health does he fail in himſelf, 
whom God perfecteth. n 


CHAP. -|þ 


207 acid: $ 3263 4A - 
BIS FOES IIS: PR Y=ogs,- 5 ' b Dee vi 3, 
£ s E: art * pH: F Þ 7: b = 's fx ? EY ' W Is 3 


W* 


pe che Foul God. rw 
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UT becauſe there is no way to the Kingdom of God 
without the firſt fruits of the Kingdom, nor can che 
Heavenly Kingdom be hoped for by him, to whom as yet 
is not given even to reign over bis own Body : the Voice fol- 


© ond fy ,. _ becauſe they ſhall inberit the 
tions-of thy Will, and ro tatne the cruc! Beaſt. Thou 
art tied, endeavour ro unlooſe what thou art not able to break. 


the-allurements of: a carnal life, wit DE of worldly 
' dalliances, as ſmbll and onwrorthy ; and aidttover, very rY 
and very pernicious to their 5 Ap | 
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CHAP. Xn. 


The deſires of Gluttony, and \ and other Yam axities, ; 
what a Wi, end in, 4 


Oreover he added, and do thou alſo confeſs 220:mich*: 


to thy and table Servant. Nor canft 
thou deny that with their feryices they never were - 
able ar any time in the leaſt9/ fatisfy thee, The pleafore of he - 


Throar, which in theſe Uzys is ſo*much fer by, has hardly 
bredthof wo 3 end fo finall a delighr of 1b little a part, 
with how-great foficitade is, it procured, and then how g1 
erouble does ircauſe ? Hergby the moift Reins arc” ly - 
dilared, the felled Belly is nar fo much made far, 'as is is im- - 
pregnared, made big with raine and perdition and "hilt the 
— RE EE how CR hb 
with what4abour and loſſes forteritnes of Re toll i p 
_ and with danger even-of Life it ſelf, is it obtained , how does 
irs ſulphureous vapour, burning for a "ſpurt, "gall with pricking- 
goads its raging-mad Votaries; and like a ſwarm of Bees, when 
it ſhall have voided its miſchievouſlly grateful honey , how does - 
it infix in their wounded hearts too too tenacious a bite? whoſe - 
nels is known to be accompanied with anxiety and mad- 
els 


» its Act with abomination and ignimony, and its End: with '- 


ntance and ſhame. Then as.for vain Sights and Shows, I 
| ask what they profit the body, or wherein they ſeem to avail * 
ws mind ?. Afuredly you will find nothing in man to which Cu- 
rioſity is profitable. A frivolous, vain, and trivial ſolace ; nor 
know I how to wiſh him a greater Curſe, who flying the peace 
of a pleaſing quiet, is delighted with a curious reſtleſneſs, that - 
he may always want ſomething that he may ſeek for. And 
* even from hence ir is manifeſt, that in al] theſe things. there is 
no content, whole very paſſing i is the only thing thar delights 
us, Then, as for the vanity of vanities, Vain-glory, how. that - 
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CH A P: XII. 
Of the Slavery of Vicer. 


N D deſervedly does this wicked World, with ics vain ' 
promiſes, delude Souls, which forgetting "chats own pro-- 


per nobility and condition, are not. aſhamed to-be- 
jected to Hogs in their miniſtery-and - ſervice, and ro:be 
cared to them in their a 


jection, that an mini noble-Creature, capable of eternal 


Beatitude, and of the: Glory of the great God, to wit, by whoſe - 


Inſpiration-it was made, with whaſe Image it was with 
whaſe Blood it was: redeemed, by whoſe Spirit 
with whoſe Faith-it was endowed, thould nor-blaſh to- be en- 
ſlaved under the rottenneſs of corporeal Senſes ? Deſervedly 
are they unable to overtake ſuch' Lovers, 'who  forſake ſach a 
- Spouſe to follow after them. Deſervedly did he hunger after 
husks, and could not get them, who choſe eukeryo-iecbings, 
than to be fatiated with the .dainties-of his:Eather's Table. A 
mad-labour it 1s to feed the-barren, which brings forth no fruir, 
and ro-refuſe to. do good to the. poor Widow : to amir the care 
of the Sou), and with eager defire to take care 'of the-Body : 
ro cheriſh and make far the putrid Carcaſs, ' which we doubt 
©. not ſhall a/lirtle after be the: food of 'worms. For to, ſerve 
_ Mammen, and be avaritions, (which .is the worſhip-of -Jdols,)' 
* ar ro-follow after vanity, who doubts but theſe are evident: 


marks of .a Soal whoſly degenerated ? 


*rices and defires; and .yct after all, 
not to be. able to fatiate* themſcives with-their unhappy food. 
, For whence is this fo great puſillanimity,; pry prr 4.6 hin : 


won jr 


14. 
C N 


Cc 18 j ) 


CHAP, XIV, 


Of the infidelity of Riches, and uncertainty 
: of Death. | 


By T let it. be granted, that the things which the 
4 Y World ſeems to give its Lovers, are both Great and Ho- 
* nourable ; Fer every one knows they are unfaithful and 

uncertain ; 'for their ſhorrneſs is certain, and the end of their 
_ -very ſhortneſs uncertain ; may vgs forſake us whilit we hve, 
-and we mult always leave them when we die. Amongſt all 

things that happen.to men, whar is more certain than Death 2 

and what, more uncertain than the hour of death? Death has 

no compaſlion for Poverty, nor no regard for Riches ; it ſpares 
no body, neither for their Extraction, nor their Manners, nor 
for their Age neither ; 'only with this difference, it ſtands ar 

the doors of Aged perſons, and lies in ambuſh for thoſe thar 
' are Young. Unhappy therefore he, who contiding in the dark-. 

neſs and ſlipperineſs of 'his:life, takes a great deal of loft labour, 
: never  adverring'that what he labours for, is a meer. vapour 
EM that ſtrait difappears, vanity of vanities. O thou that art am- 
; bitious, haſt rhou at length got the Dignity thou haſt been long 
gaping after? Keep what thou haſt, And thou lover of 
Money, haſt thou filled thy Cotters > have a care thou be'ſt nor 
rob'd. Has thy Field brought a plentiful Crop ?- Pull down thy 
Barns that thou maiſt build greater ; turn all things topſy-turvy, 
ſay unto thy Soul, Soxl, thox baſi many Goods laid up in ftcre 
for many years. But there ſhall be one that will ſay_; Fool, 1613 
night ſhall they require thy Soul of thee ; but thoſe things thon 
hait gotten, whoſe ſhall they be ? | 
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CHAP XY. 


That the Works which we do in time, axe as it were 
Seeds of Eternal Reward. 


ND would to God the things that" were gathered to- 
A gether only did periſh, and rior, which is far worſe, that 
: their Gatherer did periſh alſo. For it were more to- 
lerable to labour loft labour, than ſuch labour as will ruine us. 
But now the wages of fin is death ; and he who ſowes in the fleſh, 
ſhall of the fleſh.reap corruption. For our works do not. pals 
as they ſeem to do, but all 'temporal. works are ſown as ſeeds 
of Eternity. The Fool ſhall be amazed, when he ſhall ſee out 
of this ſmall ſeed to riſe up a plentiful Harveſt, whether good 
, or bad, according to the ditterent quality of what was ſown. 
He that conſiders this, deems no ſin to be ſmall, for that he 
rather regards the futur> Harveſt, than the preſent Seed-time. 
Men therefore ſow when they know not what they do, and 
when they hide Myſteries of Iniquity , when they conceal 
Counſels of Vanity, when in darkneſs they rranſa&t Works 
of Darkneſs. 
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- day fant; ſecv; ther; in whoſe ſight'to doramls; isas mad,as- it 1s 


planted 


"That it is impoſſible for bim that ons, ſo to hide 
2 *® + berfelf, as not to be ſeew. AL WAS AY 


- 


ſees me? Ler 


- F- 


FF Have Walls, ſays he, round about me, who-. 
Þ ir-bry no man fees/thee'; yer mitwithitanding ſomebody ſees 
A hee Thy bat Angel feerhee 3 rhy (good Angel fees thee, 
isgrearer than/bork bad and good Angels; God ſees 
ſee rhe; 2 miulcirude of Witneſſes ſee thee, 
himſ&f, beforewhoſe Tribunal thou muſt one 


- 


chee; rhe 


x 


dreatffol eofaltnro the hands 'of pee? God. Be not ſe- 
cure. attibuſhes" lic” ſecrerly hid, which-thou canſt nor hide 


thy (ciffronrambuſhes'T ſay;lie.hid; which as thou tanſt not ſee, 


thou'canſt'nor be ſten by them. Hear rhe naked trurh,he who 
aired the Ear; and hewho-madethe Eye, lie looks upon thee. 
The” rayes of that Sun are notkept'out'by an heap of ſtones, 


_ whick himſelf creared', nor even the very wall of this our 


body. carr exclade his profÞett of rhe very truth. All things 


"tie open” to his ſight, ir is more piercing. than a two-edged 


Sword. Moreover he not only ſees, but alſo diſtinffly difcerns 
the ways of our thoughts and inmoſt affections. Finally, if he 
did not ſee more clearly” than man himſelf, the very bottom of 


.-. mans heart, and wharſoever lies hid in it, one. that were con- 


ſcious ro himſelf of nothing, would not now fo greatly fear 


the ſentence of his Lord that is to judg him. To me, ſays he, 
it 5s the Laft of all that I ſhould b: judged by you, or by man's day; 


but neither do I judg my ſelf, for 1 am guilty of nothing as far as 
I know my ſelf, but for all this I am not juſtificd ; but he who 
judges me is the Lord, 1 COT. 4 V. 3,4 If by the interjection 


"of a wall, or by ſome counterfeit pretext, thou glorieſt that 


thou: ſhalt be able to cheat the judgments of men, aſſure 


Ky thy ſelf, true crimes ſhall never eſcape his notice, who is wont 


ro accuſe us even of *falſe ones. If rhou doeſt fo greatly dread 
thy Neighbours being conſcious to thy life, who perhaps does 
| | no 
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thy being conſcious to his ; muck lefs ought: thou, 
ma. their: knowledg,. to whom 8 -more 
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rilt cannot. be ignorant. of 


© ern dat ph abhor to have ſo much as a thought 
of" ir, thy. Lord looking upon thee. Or if thou wilt needs ſtand, 


in more aye of an cyc of Fleſh, than -of that Sword which. is: 
\ tadevaur Fleſh, even that'very fear. which: thou feareit. ſhall. 
happen unto. thee,, and what thou dreadeſt: ſhall _.come_to-paſls.. 
Nothing is hid which ſhall not; be revealed, or ſecret which ſhall 
not. be known.; Works of darkneſs being brought forth. into 
the light, ſhall be condemned by the light : not only the abo- 
minable ſecrets of obſcenities, but. alſo rhe unjuſt bargains. of 
the ſellers of the Holy Sacraments, and rhe fraudulent: ſighs of 
Deceivers. and ſubverters of. Judgment; he who.knew all things, 
ſhall make rheſe things known to all : when that- Searcher of 
the heart and reins ſhall begin to-ſearch- feru/«l:zz with Candels., 


C H A P. XVII. p 
What we may judg will become of thoſe who 
| live wickedly. 


'Hat therefore ſhall they then,do, or rather vvhar ſhall 
they. then ſuffer. vvho have commirted vvickedneſs, 
vyhen'they ſhall hear : Ger ye into eternal fire, you 

vvho have done no vvorks of Piety ? For hovv ſhall he be 
Pf admitted to the Marriage-Feaft, vvho neither girt up his loins 
that he might abſtainfrom-evil,.nor held alight in his hand thar 
he might do good : vvhen neither the integrity of Virginity, 
| ' nor the clarity of Lamps ſhall be able ro excuſe the bare vvant 
| of Oil 2 Or vvhat torment may vye vvell believe docs Expork 
[1 thote 


bis. if Gly om fort nor. 


ws | c deeds of men; and whac 
thou would. nor. darc ro. artempr in my preſence, nach leſs, 4, 
re; t0.attempe n,his : and. what thou wouldſt nor. think Iaw-, 
ful, nay.eves would not- pleaſe thee ro. preſume to do . in; the. 


of 
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thoſe yvho in this life do not" only bad" things, But pethip 
very vyorlſt of things; if they vrho here received good things 
are ſo to be tormented, thar in the midſt of i flames 


they ſhall nor be ablk to obtain the leaſt drop of cold vyarer to- 


refrigerate their burning tongues ?: Let us therefore have a care 


 vve do rf bad things, nor freely offend vvithin the Chorch, oct 


of a confidence of being included inthe ner : knovving this, 
that nor all men'vyhomthe ner ſhall dravy, ſhall rhe veſſels of 
the Fiſhermen receive, bur it ſhall happen vvhen they ſhall be 
come to ſhore, they ſhall pick out the good into their veſle!s, 
bat the bad they ſhall caſt avvay. Nor yet let us be contenr 
with this 'girding of onr loins, but let us alſo light our-Lamps, 
and fervorouſly work that which is good ; remembring thar 
every rree, not only which ſhall have brought bad fruit, but 
alſo which ſhall not have brought good fruit, ſhall-be cut down, 
and thrown into the fire, to wit, into that eternal+ fire which 
is prepared for the Devil and his Angels. Let us fo abſtain 
from evil that we alf& do good ; Ter us ſeek Peace, and not 
Glory. For thar is Gods, and he wilt not give it to another. 
My Glory (fays hey 1 will nor give ro another, Iſa. 42. And: 
the man afrer God's hearr, ſaid ; Not wnto us, © Lord, not unto 
#s, but to thy Name give the Glory, Plal. 123. Let us remember 
alſo the Scripture, which ſays ; 1} thow rightly effers, and doeſt 
nt divide rig>tiy, thou haſt . ſinned, Gen. 4. Brethren, the di- 
viſion we have made is right and juſt, let no body find fault 
with it. « But if perhaps ſomebody may be Jeſs pleaſed with, it, 
let him know thar ir is not ours, but the Angels. For the An- 
gels firſt ſung, Glory be to God on high, atd upon. earth Peace to 
men of good will, Luke 2. Let us therefore keep Oil in our 
Veſſels, leſt perhaps (which God forbid) knocking in vain at 
the, Wedding-Gares, now fthut, we chance to hear a fad word, 
the Bridegroom anſwering us from within; I know you nor. 
$:i1l notwirhſtanding Death lies nor only near impiery, unfruit- 
fulneſs, and vanity, bur alſo neer the enrrance of even pleaſure. 
Wherefore we have need of fortitude againſt the temprations 
of fin, ther being ſtrong in Faith we may reſiſt the roaring 
Lion, and with this Buckler manfully repel his fiery darts. We 
have necd of Juſtice, that "we may work that which is good. 
We have need of Prudence, Jeſt with the fooliſh Virgins we 
be rejected. Finally we have need of Temperance, leſt induj- 
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ging'ro ſenſuality, we one day hear what that miſerable Epi- 

* cure, When he cried for mercy, after all his Junkets and PAY 
Clothes, heard, Remember, Son, that thou receiveaſt good thirgs 

 #n thy life, and Lazarus evil things. ; but now he is comforted, and 
thou art tormented, Luk. 16. ver. 25. In good deed God is ter- 
rible in hgs Counſels abour the Sons of men. But if he be 
terrible, he is affo found merciful, whilit he does not hide from 
us the form of the Judgment that is to be hereafter. . For the 
Soul which ſhall have ſinned, that ſhall die ; and the branch which 
ſhall have born no fruit, ſhall be cat off, Ezek. 18. v. 4. The 
Virgin which ſhal] have wanted Oil, ſhall be excluded the 
Marriage-Feaſt ; and he who ſhall have received good things 
in this life, ſhall be tormented in the other. Pur if perhaps ir 
happen that in ſome. one al] theſe four things together be 
found, ſuch an eitate is in the higheſt degree deſperate. 
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| : C H A P. XVIII. »Y 


That the Spirit being enclined to good, the Flef 
| reſets it. 


h Heſe things then, and ſuch like things as theſe, Reaſon 
interiorly ſuggeſts unto the Will, and this ſo much more 
h copiouſly,by how much more perfectly it is inſtructed by 
k the illumination. of the Holy Ghoſt. And happy they: indeed, 
whoſe Wills ſo yielded and acquielſced in Reaſon's Council, that 
conceiving from fear, were afterwards cheriſhed by the Celeſtial 
' Promiſes, and in fine, brought forth the Spirit of Salvation. 
But perhaps the will ſhalt be found rebelliaus and obſtinate, and 
not only impatient of admonitions, but even worſe for them, 
| harder for threats, and more embittered by all the kind of che- 
k riſhings you can uſe. Nay, perhaps fhe will be found nat only 
| nothing moved by rhe (bggeſtions of reaſan, but perhaps being 
pur into a ſtrange fury, may anſwer, ſaying z Haw Tong do I 
| endure to hear you prattle ? your, Preaching concerns nat me : 
| I know that you arc crafty, but your craft has no place in wy 
| n 


ncupiſcence of the fleſb; and- they are,arged more - 


ted by rhe co C hey 
gricvouſly in works of dirt and brick, who ſtrive £e out of 
x ts and to rid themſelves of the Tyrannical Empire . of 
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CH A P. XPxsg. 


That we muſt Mourn, and after. Mourning 
be Comported. . | 


| UT I would to God that he who is ſuch: an one would 
forbear finning, and have a care of that terrible depth, 
%— of which it is written ; The profane man, . when he ſhall 
have come into the depth” of evils, contemns, Prov. 18. For 
truly he is cured by a very ſtrong Potion, and will caſily be en- 
dangered, unleſs with great ſolicitude he ſtudy to obey the 
counſels of. his Phyſitian, .and to ,obſerve his- Preceprs. - His 
"rentation is vehement, and almoſt deſperate, unleſs . he gather 
| uporiier his whole Force, and convert his whole affetion-to 
rake rompetioy on his Soul, which. he ſees to . be ſo pircouſly 
miſerable, and 'hear the 'Voice which ſays ;* Bleſſed are theſe 
| that mourn, for they ſpall be comforted, Mar. 5. v4.4. Let him - 
morn abundantly, becauſe the time of Mourning is come, and 
| + "Theſe things are ſufficient to diffolve: him into continual.tears. 
ST . Lxt bim mourn, but not without an affection of :Picty, and 
. hope of being comforted. Let him..conſider,that-no.reſt.is to 
"Þe/fonnd. in himſelf, bur all full of miſery and deſolatian. .;Let. 
-bim conſider that there'is.no good thivg 1n..his fleſh, .bur chat 
Alſo in the wicked World there is nothing but .yanity -and .af- 
* fliftion of 'Spirir. Ler him conſider, that neither: withjo him, 
for beneath him, nor found about him, .is any conſolation-to be 
| os. 
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met with ; bur at leaſt at length let him learn that it is to be- 
fought for above, and to be hoped for from above. In the 
mean time let him mourn, lamenting with grief; ler his eyes 
run ſtreams of tears, and let not his eye-lids reſt. For the dim 
eye is purged with tears, and the ſight is fharpned, to be able 
to.Jook upon the clarity of the brighteſt lighr, 


C HAT 3a 


That after Conſcl 1tion wwe are to ſet our ſehves to 
Contempl ite Heavenly things. 


Rom this time let him peep through the hole, let him look 
through the Jatrice, let him follow with his eye the com- ' 
fortable ray, and as a diligent imitator of the wiſe men, 

with light let him ſeek light. For he ſhall find the place of the 
admirable Tabernacle, where man eats the bread of Angels, he 
ſhall find; the Paradiſe of Pleaſure, our Lord's Plantation ; ht 
ſhall find: the pleaſant and flouriſhing 'Garden, he-ſhall find the 
ſeat of Refrqihment, and ſhall fay ; O-if that miſerable Will 
would but hear my voice, that entring in ſhe might ſee good 
things, and. viſit that place. For here ſhe ſhall find abundanr 
reſt, and ſhall-alfo ſo much the 4eſs diſquiert me, as her {elf ſhal] 
be quieted: For he is'no lier who has faid ; Take my yoke xpon 
. you, and you ſhall find reſt for your fowls. In the Faith of this Pro- 
mile let him ſpeak to her now exaſperated very lovingly, and 
ſumulating a certain cheerfulneſs, convening her in the ſpirir' of 
meekneſs, let him fay-to her; Let thy indignation wholly 
ceaſe, lam nor one that can. offend thee, mynhogy 4s-rhine, and 
I my ſelf am thine; thou necdſt nor fear, there is no cauſe 
thou ſhoujdit be afraid. Nor is it ſtrange if perhaps ſhe has 
returned but a froward anſwer, ſo as to have even told him 
that many thoughts have made him mad : but Jet him bear all 
patiently, and diſſemble what he is a doing of, whilſt amidft 
diſcourſe, bringing in one thing after another, he may at length 
opportunely infer, and ſay ; EE Los a very fine Garden 


tO-. 


hae ax vob and will give —_ ro. iv awd. The 
Will ſhall be moved nor only ro odelee to ſee the place, but alſo 
by little and little to enter into it, and to make its abode there. 


CHAP. XXL. 


That the Soul ought to take up its reſt in this 
Contemplation. 


UT you muſt not think that this Paradife of internal Plea- 

fora þ is. corporeal place. We go into this Garden not by 

our feet, but by our aftections. - Nor is here recommen- 
ded to thee a plenty of earthly Trees, but a plcaſant and lovely 
Plantation of Spiritual Vertues. Tis an encloſed Garden, where 
2 ſealed Fountain is derived into four Heads, and our of one on- 
ly vein of. Wiſdom does a-quadrupartite Vertue proceed. Fair 
white Lillies alſo flouriſh there, and: when the Flowers appear, 
the Voice of the Turtle too is heard. There Spikenard {ends 
forth a moſt fragrant odour,.and other Spices too exhale cheir 
Perfumes. The Southern. Air breaths gently there, bur Nor- 
thern Blaſts are quite baniſhed thenee. In the middle ſtands the 
Tree of Life, that Apple-tree of the Canticles, better than all 
the Trees of the Woods, whoſe ſhadow refrigerates the Spouſe, 
- ard whoſe Fruit is ſweet unto her Palar. There the nirid lofter 
of Continency, and the intuition of the plain ſincere Trarh ir- 
radiates the eyes of the heart; and'the ſweer Voice of the in- 
terior Contorter gives joy. and gladneſs to the hearing. There 
by certaininoſtrils of hope is-drawn-in- the moſt pleaſant odour 
of the plentiful Field, which our Lord: has bleſſed. There 
greedily are foretaſted the incomparable delights of Chariry, 
- and. the Briers-aod Thorns beingicut up which formerty galled 
the 


(27) 
the mind, now ſuperfuſed with the UnCtion of Mercy, it hap- 

pily reſts in a good Conſcience, Which things in good ſooth 

are not the rewards of Eternal Life, but the wages of this 

Temporal Warfare ; nor do they belong to the Promiſes, of the 

future Church, but of that which now is ; for this is that hun- 

dred-fold which in this World is given to the Contemners of 
this World... Nor muſt thou hope that this is to be made com- 

mendable to thee by my ſpeech, *tis the Spirit alone which re- 

veals it : in vain doeſt thou conſulr Books, ſeek rather Experi- 

ence, 'Tis a Wiſdom whoſe value man knows not, it is learnt in 

fecret : nor is that delicious fweetneſs to be found in the Land 

of thoſe that live deliciouſly : For it is the ſweetneſs of our 

Lord ; unleſs thon taſte it, thou ſhalt never ſee it. Tafte, ſays he, 

and ſee how that our Lord 1s ſweet, Pfal. 13. Tis an hidden Man- 

na, 'tis a new Name, which no body knows but he that receives 

it. Not Learning, but the Unction teaches it ; nor does Science, 

bur Conſcience comprehend it. Tis an holy thing, 'tis a Jewel; 
nor will he who began to do and to teach, do that himſelf which 

he forbids us to do. For he does not look upon them as dogs, 

or hogs, whom renouncing their former 'Wickednefſes and ViI-- 
lanies, he comforts by his Apoſtle, ſaying ; Ye were indeed theſe 

things, but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanttified, 1 Cor. 6. ver. 11. 

only have a care that you do not returns with the Dog to his 

vomit, nor with the Sow that was waſhed, to ber wallowing mn 

the mire, | | 
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C H A P. XXII. 


That being refreſized with the taſte of Contemplation, 
| be is made to underſtand Divine things. 


N the door then of this Paradiſe the Voice of the Divine 
Whiſper is heard, and the moſt ſacred and moſt ſecret 
Councel which is hidden from the Wiſe and Prudenr, is re- 
vealed unto little ones. The hearing of which Voice, reaſon 
now does not only conceive, but alſo gratefully communicates 
it to the Will: Bleed are they that hunger and thirtt after 
Juſtice, becauſe they ſhall be ſatiated, Mart. 5. v. 6. A profound 
Councel this indeed, and an ineſtimable Sacrament. A faithful 
faying, and worthy of all accepration, which is come to us from 
Heaven, from the Royal Seats. . There was made a great Fa- 
mine on earth, and we all began to be in want, yea, were even 
come to extreme penury. In fine, we were compared to the 
Beaſts without underſtanding, and were made like unto 
them.: we infatiably hunger after even the very husks of 
Hogs. He who loves Money, is not fatiated ; he who loves 
Laſciviouſheſs, is not ſatiated ; he who ſeeks Glory, is not ſa- 
tiared, In a word, he who loves the World, is never fatiated. 
I have known men who were ſatiated with this World, and 
that even nauſeated every memory of it. I have known thoſe 
who were ſatiated with Money, and fatiated with Honours, ſa- 
tiated with-the pleaſures and- curioſities of this World ; nor 
moderately fatiated neither, but even unto Joathing'of them. 
And it is eaſy for every one of us, through the Grace of God, 
to obtain this ſatiety or fulneſs , for abundance does not breed 
it, but contempt. So ye children of Adam, by greedily feed- 
ing-upon the food of Swine, ye do not feed your hungry Souls, 
but the hunger of your Souls. For by this kind of food your 
needy appetite is only nouriſhed, with this unnatural meat your 
hunger only is fed. And to ſpeak out, taking for example one 
of thoſe many things which human vanity covets and defires, 
| lay 3. 
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1fay ; Mens bodies ſhall as ſoon be fatiated with Air, as their 
hearts ſhall be fatiated with Gold. Nor let the Covetous man 
take this ill : I fay the ſame concerning the Ambitious,the Luxu- 
rious, and other vicious Perſons. And if perhaps any one does 
not believe me, let him credit his own experience, and the ex- 
perience of many. Who is there amongſt you, Brethren, that 
would gladly be fatiared, and have his defire filled? Let him 
begin to hunger after Juſtice, and he cannot but be ſatisfied. 
Let him deſire that Bread of which there is ſuch plenty in his 
_ Fathers Houſe, and he ſhall find himſelf inſtantly to loath the 
husks cf Hogs. Let him ſtudy but even a little to experiment 
the ſavour of Juſtice, that hereby' he may defire it mare and 
more, as it is written ; He that eats me, ſhall ſtill have hunger z 
he that drinks me, ſhall fill have thirft, Eccl. 24. For this more 
natural/defire, and more allied to the Spirit, does more vehe- 
mently occupy the heart of man, and more powerfully expel 
- out of 1t all other defires. So, to wir, the ſtrong man armed, is 
overcome by one ſtronger than he; ſo one nail is wont to be 
driven out by another. Bleffed therefore are they who hunger 
and thirft after Juſtice, becauſe they ſhall be fatiated. Not in- 
deed with that fulneſs with which no man ſhall be ſatiated, and 
live, bur with all other things which formerly were unſatiably 
deſired: that henceforth the Will ceaſing to vindicate the hady 
_ to her ſelf to ſerve her former cotcupiſcences, may whally ſub=- 
mit ir to reaſon, and her ſelf rather urge it to ſerve Juſtice yn- 
to SanCtification, not with leſs zeal than formerly ſhe made it 
ſerve iniquity to iniquity, 
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 C HA P. XXL 
That Sins that have been puniſhed, and are not 
reiterated, cannot hurt us. 

UT now the Will being changed, and the Body brought 
| into ſervitude, and ſo the- Fountain being mn ſome mea-— 
* ſure dried up, and the inlet ſtopt, there remains yet a 
third and an harder thing to be done, to wit, the purging of 
the Memory, and emptying of the Sink. For how ſhall my life 
be got out of my memory? A vile and thin membrane has 
wholly imbib'd a ſtrang ink, and by what art 'ſhall irbe blotted 
our? For it has not only dyed the upper ſuperficies, but has 
PDEnay ſurk into it all. In vain ſhould I labour to 
cratch it out, the Paper would be ſooner cut in pieces, than 
_ the ſad Characters would be expung'd. For perhaps oblivion 
might be able to deſtroy my very Memory, to wit, that loſing 
my ſenſes, I might not remember what Sins I have committed. 
Bar chat my memory ſhould remain entire, and yet the ſpots of 
it ſhould be done out, what Raſor could effect it } Nothing can 
do itbut the living and efficacious Word, more penetrating 
than any two-edged Sword : Thy fins are forgives thee, Mar. 2. 
v: 5. Let the Phariſee grumble, and ſay; Who can forgive fins 
but God only ? For he who ſpeaks that to me, is God ; and he 
| ſhall not be eſteemed another from him, who has invented eve- 
- ry: way of diſcipline, and has given it to facob his child, and to 
Iſrael his beloved one: Beſides this, he was ſeen in our earth, 
and he converſed with men, Bar. 3. His pardon blots out fin, not 
indeed that -it ſhould not at all abide in the memory, but 
that what formerly was wont both to be in. the memory, and 
te infect it, may hereafter be ſo.in the memory, as it ſhall by 
no means diſcolour or ſtain it. For we remember many fins 
which we know to have been committed by our ſelves, or 
others ; but our own ſins only defile us, others do not hurt us. 
And why this, but becauſe we are ſingularly aſhamed of theſe, 

| and 


(37) 
and theſe we fear ſhall fhngularly be jiripoted to: ug'?. Take away 
Damnation, ttke away Fear, take away Corifaſton, all which a 
full Pardon abſdlutely takes away ; and they ſhall nor onjy nor 
hurr us, but ſhall alfo cooperate to our good, to make us de- 
voutly return thanks co him who has pardoned them. 
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C H A P. XXIV. 
Of Mercy which is promiſed to the Merciful. 


| UT now to him making ſupplication for remiſſion, it is 
congruouſly anſwered ; Bleed are the merciful, for they 
ſhall ovtam mercy, Mat. 5. Have pitty therefore on thy 
Soul, who wouldit have God have pitry upon thee. Waſh thy 
Bed every night, remember ro water thy Couch with thy teavs. 
If thow haſt compaſſion -on thy felf, if rhon labonreſt in the. 
roans of repentance, (which is the firſt degree of mercy, thou 
alt afluredly obtain mercy. Bur if 'perhaps thou haſt been a 
great and' manifold Sinner, and ſecks great mercy, and a' mak 
eitude of miſerations, do thou alfo ftrive to magnify, and ro 
multiply thy mercy, be reconciled unto thy ſelf; for thou waſt 
made grievous to thy felf, becauſe rhon waſt put contrary to 
God; And this peace being reſtored in thy own Honfe, it is ne- 
ceſfary then thar it be difated-rowards thy Neighbours, that laſt 
of all thy Beloved may kits thee with the kiſs of his mourh's 
and as it is written; Being reconciled, thos maiift have prate 
with God, Rom. 5. Forgive thoſe who have ſinned again thee, 
and it ſhall be forgiven thee what thou haſt ſinned, Mat. 6. v. 14. 
Whilſt with a ſecure Conſcience thow ſhalr pray to thy Father, 
and ſay ; Forgive us our debts, as we alſo forgive our debrors, v.12. 
If perhaps thou-haſt defranded any one, reſtore, if nor donbly, 
at feat imply ; what is over and above, give to' the Poor, and 
ſhewing mercy, thou ſhalt obtain mercy. 1f thy fins ſhall be as 
Scarlet, they ſhall be made white as Snow ; and if they be red as 
Vermilion, they ſhall be white as Wooll, Ifa. 2, That thou mailt 
not be confounded for all chy inventions by which! thou haſt 
| preva- 


kt © 


C32) 

 prevaricated; and in which thou- now bluſheſt; give Alims, if 
thou canſt not of earthly ſubſtance, of a good will, and- all 
things ſhall be clean, inot only thy. Reaſon: ſhall . be:enlightned, 
. ahd-Will corrected, but alſo thy very Memory fhalt be clean ; 
that henceforth thou majſt be called to our Lord, and maiſt 
hear the Voice of him ſaying ; Bleſſed are they whoſe hearts 
are clean, 


CHAP. -XXY;. 


That the Heart is to be cleanſed, that God may 
| . be ſeen. | 


E TY Lefſed are the clean of heart, becauſe they ſhall ſee God, 


Mar.'s. v. 8. It isa great promiſe, Brethren, and worthy 
%—- to be affected with all our deſires. For this viſion is our 
confirmation ; as St. 7obn the Apoſtle ſays ; We are now the Sons 
of God, but it has not yet appeared what we fball be : We know 
when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, becanſe we ſhall ſee hin 
as he is, 1 Joh. 3.y. 2. This viſion. is Life eternal, as Truth ir 
{{f ſays in the Goſpel. This is Life eternal; to know thee the 
only true God; and whom thou haſt ſent, feſws Chriſt, Joh. 17, v. 3; 
Deteſtable ſpot, which takes away from us the beatifying vi- 
fion,: and. execrable negligence, by which we diſſemble the 
cleanſing of that eye. For as our. corporeal ſight. is hindred: 
either by ſome interior humour, -or by the injection of ſome. 
exterior duſt : ſo alſo the ſpiritual ſighr is ſometimes troubled 
by the allurement of oor owp fleſh, and ſometimes-by worldly- 
curioſity-and ambition. Which truly is taught us no leſs by our 
own proper experience, than by the Divine Scriptures, where 


' It is written.z The Body which 13s corrupted. aggravates the Soul, 


and the earthly Habit ation depreſſes the Under ftavding, TAMINA-. 
ring -on many things, Witd.9, Yet in both it- is fin only which: 
troubles and dims the ſight : nor does any- thing elſe ſeem to- 
ſeparate; betwixt the- Eye and Light, betwixt  God- and Man. 
For as Jong as we are. in this body, we are. Pilgrims from _ 
S711 ot 


" 


. Noe that the fault is it the Body, to' vic, this body” 
which we earty about us ; bur 7: xthet becacft the 
body of fin, ih Which there is no good t it racks th 
Ki of fu, Yee forhetirties rhe eye of che E mote 
dang yr it it, bur being now taken, of hows wer 
feems for « while ro ſee. dimly : the which v thing, he 

{Þi , often in the interior 6 

| The wound # tbr thetefore cured, becauſe you rb? drawn out 
rhe Sword ; but thett firft it pr hs to a Philters, dad | 
endeayour rhe Cure. Let no man therefore Hey the link, 
deem: thar he is fotthwith made clean, bur fer tidy that 
he needs yet many purifications, Nor mult he only be waff'd 
with warer, Hot Þ ety and purified by fire : that, 


fray fy , Pe and water, and rhow ha 
"oy Far 6 be ns eJÞin . Bleffed thivefove ave the 
fv they rh, Fa Ged, = Now mel | 


an of be 
| edifouh 4 6/5 dimily, but virnes fate t6 face; to W 
 whkt@the cleanitls == oth face thall be conſuttittated- that ky 
may _ it t& himſelf glorious, having bejibier ſpor nor 
wrinckle, 


C H AP. XXVI. 
Of the Peaceable, Patient, and Peace-maker. 


Here very opportunely it's immediately inferr'd ; Blef- 
| ſed are the Peacemakers, becauſe they ſhall be called rhe 
Sons of God. For he is a peaceable man, who rendring 
good for good, as much as in him is, wills no body no hurt. 
Another is Patient, who not rendring evil for evil, is able to 
bear with him who does him hurt. And there is alſo a Peace- - 
maker, who returning good for ill, he is ready to profit him 
who does him damage. The firſt is a little one, and is caſily 
ſcandalized : nor can he that is ſuch an one eaſily obtain Salva- 
tion in this wicked World, and full of ſcandals. The ſecond (as 


ir is written) poſſeſſes his Soul in patience. The third does _ 
F only 
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(34) : 
. .orly poſſe his own Soul, but alſo gains the Souls of many. 
The Fg, uch as is in him, has peace. 7a jy 0g 4 
"peac oghe ird makes peace... Deſervedly; therefore. 
118 beatified with the name of. Son, becauſe a fulfilled\the 
work of a Son, who. being not. ungrateful,; after his. own :re- 
conciliation , does .alfo' reconcile. others .to- his Father.,,. For 
he who ſhall have miviſtred well, acquires. to. himſelf a good 
' degree; .nor is.there a. better degree to. be. believed in - the 
'bouſe of his Father, than. that. of: a. Son. For: 5f-Sons, then 
Heirs, Heirs indeed.of - God, but Co-heirs with Chrifh, Rom. 8.yer, 
17. That as he ſays ;, Where he. ts,. there. alſo his Minſter may 
be, Joh. 12. v. 26,—- .. NE Ces hs 
' - I have wearied you with the. length: of my, Diſtourſe,;and 
Have kept you longer: than I ſhoyld' have done. So that now 
Tecing that modeſty does not, the very time ſeems to command 
an .cnd to my talkativeneſs : Remember notwithſtanding the 
x HP who upon, a time, you read, protracted his Sermon un- 
i] midnight, And / would ro God (that I may uſe his words) 
' that you would yet a little bear my folly, for 1 emulate. you with the 
enmmiation of God, 2 Cor, 11, | 
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C H A P. XXYI.. 


A Reprehenſ/ion ' of the Ambitious, who having wot 
their hearts cleanſed, preſume to paciſy God towards 
others, | | 


| wrath-to come ? For no' body more deſerves -anger, 

than an'enemy cotinterfeiting himſelf ro be a friend. 

O «das, doeit thou with a kiſs betray the Son of man, one of 
the ſame mind with me, who together with me didſt eat ſweet 
bits, who dip*it thy hand with me in the Platter 2 Thou haſt no 
part in that Prayer with-which he prays to his Father, and ſays; ' 
Father forgive them, for they kpow.not what they do, Lu. 24. Wo 
be unto you who take away the key not only of Knowledg, 
but alſo of Authority: neither do your ſelves enter in, and 
you many ways hinder thoſe whom you ought to have intro- 
duced. For ye take away, and do not receive the keys. Con- 
cerning whom our Lord complains by his Prophet ; They have 
rexgned, and not by me ; they bgve been Princes, and T have \ndt 
called thew, Hoſ. 8: Whence fo great a zeal of Superiority, 
- whence ſuch an impudency of Ambition, whence ſuch a mad- 
neſs of human Preſumption ? would any of you dare to take 
gpon you the Miniſteries, to invade the Benefices, to manage 
the Atfairs- of ſome Earthly Prince, he not commanding, but 
even prohibiting of you 2 Neither muſt thou 'think- God Al- 
mighty approves thoſe things, which in his great Houſe he fuf- 
fers from - veſſels of wrath fit for deſtruction. Many indeed 
come, but conſider who is called. Mark the. order of our 
Lord's Sermon; Bleſſed, ſays he, are the clean of heart, be- 
cauſa 'they ſhall 'ſre 'God,, Mat. 5. And then, Bleſſed ave. 
the Peicemakers'; becauſe they. ſhall be called the" Sous 
af | God. | Now the Heavenly Father calls thoſe <clean'of 
heart, 'who do nor ſeek their own things, but "the "things 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; nor what is profitable - for .rhemſelves, 
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Mus ones, who will ſhew yoo how to fly frorh the 
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but what is profitable for many. Petey, ſays he, doeft thox love: 
me? Lord, thon knoweſt that I love thee : Feed. my Sheep, Joh, 
* 21; - For when indeed would he commend Sheep fo beloved, 
ro one that did not love him.? And this is required of Difpen- 
% fators, that one be faund faithful, Wa be to unfaithful Mini- 
| ſters, who being _not themſelves yet reconciled, as if they were 
men that lived righteouſly, take upon them the buſiveſs of re- 
conciling others. Wo to the Sons of Wrath, who profeſs them- 
felves Miniſters of Grace. Wo to the Sons of Wrath, who 
- fearnot to uſurp to themſelves the degree and name of Peace- 
makers. Wo to the Sons of Wrath, who lying, ſay they are 


Evichful Medjators.of Peace, that they. may. cas up. the fins of 
yet preſume tp undertake 19 appeaſe, him, 
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C HA P. XXVBL 


That ſome wſurp. to. themletues. the degree of 
i Peacematers. et 


' . JE do not wonder, Brethren, we who. bave campaſſion- 
- an the mreleng ftate-of the Church wo-do.not won- 

der, that from. the ropr of the Serpent: hes. iſlued: a 
Cackatrice. We do not wonder if. he gather the Vintage of 
the. Lord's Vineyard, who tranſprefſes. the way - ordgined: by. 
the-Lord: For be podenty: ipyades. the: degrea of. a:Peace- 
maker, andthe Office of a Son;af "God, who bas: not. as ye 
heard the mery 6c Voice of the Lord, making: him to reflect 
upon his own : or if perhaps at any time he. las begun. 
to hear it, returaing back again, he ran to the Fig-leaves, that 


yer ceaſed to ſin, but. fill draws, a long: chain after him z he: 
$007 Fer made. a man ſeeing his own paverty, butke-fays, for. 


os, whereby he.might be able.ro- ioffrud.thoſe-whn are: over-, 


M's taken 


| k of gone ge - Wo to. thoſe who, lying carnally, cappor plgat 
| , a A 


he might be hidden by them, Wherefore neither; has he as 
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ham rich, and, wanr.nothing, when be is. indeed pogr,apd naked, 
ad, pixcouſly nties th has. ngsbing. of the ſpiriz-of Mepkr. | 
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cali with o fatty enndbering BALI, leſt he'alſd may nor be 
tempred; Being a ger to tears'0 compunCtion,, he ra: er 
rejoyces when he has done il, and cxults in rhe worſt rhings. 
To wit, he is one of thoſe to whom our Lord fays; Wo be t0 
you whe laugh RE wha worrn, Lu. 6. His cyes coyet Mo- 
ney. nar” looks at every high thing, he milera- 
bly Rant pore Dignities, he thirſts after Human Glory, the 
Bowels of Mercy are fir from him, he rather rejoyces in Cru- 
. ety, and to play the Tyrant, he counts Gain Picty. Why de 
I ſpeak of cleanneſs of heart ? I wiſh he had' not wholly for- 

ten'it, as one-dead, as to his-hcart; I with he were not a 
"duced Dove, that has no heart ; would. to God eyen that 
which-is: without were bur dean, and. thar the ſported. Coat 
which pertains to the. Body, were not to be found; and that 
he did even in this part, obey him that ſays; Be cleas you who 
carry the _— of the Lord. 
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A C omplaint ace the Docontines, Jar. m nol Rte. 
UgraAG Holy: Order 


-Dbnot dceuſe all; bar veicher can T.excuſe all: Our Lord: 

- has teft to: himſefP' many thouſands; Otherwiſe, if their 

Juſtice. did not exeuſ+ us, and rhe Lord; of Sabbath had.noe 
left us that holy: Seed; we Had now Tong. ago beer deſtroyed, as 
was: Sodbwy and'had 3 93-agen e Gomorrab. Indeed the Church 
ſcems vo havo beenUifated, and even rhe moſt” Sacred: Order.of 
the Clergy, their number is beyond number multiplied: But. 
though, © Lord, 'thou- haſt our number more, yet thou 
haſt nov made owy joy greater ; whilſt, there appears as great 
a:decreaſe' of metit;/2s inexcaft” of tumber. Every-where — 
= wiHoly-Orders, and mem without. reverence,,- without con- 
| meddf|6 with Myfſerjes revered” by. the very Ange- 

raryioedg For: they are not afraid” to Rize upen the ſign of 

the DT Kingdom; ro wear the Crown of that Empire; 
even. 


(48 1) 
even th rice; rcigns,” Ambition: tales; Pride _ 
ea arg: Bo tkes wharths Luxury bas its: ipality.” 
Amongft whom.all6 perhaps Hemet of abqminations appears rs: 
within their Vows If accord to-the Prophecy of: Ezekiel) 
We. yoold pl PIE e x «cycn- m\the.Houſe.of God 
NR moſt harris ly. Jul, I er after [Forvications, afrer-. 
after. OMe, Even; i inious 
boa delle $.arc no wank: Would £0:'God r\ nn 
whe Ir re He of fitt] ing £0 be done, were: £6;nar done, that it vei- , 
ther was n6caft Apoſtle towrite theſe things; nor for! 
us-t0 1PEA of them), 'or ek he, ſhould aot-be;thought worthy. 
be beſet who Gila by, that ſp abominable an affetion 
di *at any ti BA Re age of, man. Were: not: of -old- 
tho Hes the” IT BE ofthis filthineſs, condemined before-: 
hand by” rhe Divine fultice” and. deſtroyed by: fire? Did not 
' the fire of Hell,* impatient of delay, by prevention; devour 
that execrable people, becauſe their ſins were ſpecially mani- 
feſt, going before to judgment ? Genr..z9. Did not ſtormy 
ſhowers of Fire and-Brimftone-abfame-rhewvery earth; as con- 
ſcious of ſo great a confuſion ? Was not the whole Country 
converted into an horrible lake ? , Five heads of that Hyara 
were cut off, but alas, mmimerable roſe up in their place. Who 
has built again, the Cities of wickedneſs, who. has dilated the 
Walls” of -tufpitude; *who *hag' exrended the poiſonous ſeed ? 
Wo, wo, wo, the enemy-6f* mattkind *has fcatrered about the 
World the unhappy relicks of that ſulphureous fire, with thoſe 
exccrable aſhes he has beſtrewed the body: of the-Church,:and 
with'a foul and fetid filth has beſprinklod--ſome of her Mini- 
- fiers! 'Ah det Race, royal Each o : holy Nation,, acquired 
People ! Who,” amidft th y.a.D NE gil | mg 
bjrch-of' Ci Erie gio Sf unding 


Jadg rn tr that bole grin Cntiemes ade 
nding” FN ;pro-the SapThary of) 
'For ith Fon 308, but -moreancenſe: 


hiri, whilſt they ems, to. 


| ;He wil Bt: pariſh: 
0s. "They do indeed provol C 


ke-him angry with: 
them 


| . 039) 2 | 
_ them 1 fear; by thoſe very ny s by whichxhey: ought ro liave 
made an atonement... Wobl4ro God, rather nts ing/to'be- 
git a Tower, they: would fir down-and/.compure the -coſt; Jeſt 
perhaps they thould' not- have. a ſufficient ſtock to perfet' it. 
Would wo God IE __ not. able:to- contain, -would be 
afraid raſhly to' profe feftion, or to promiſe a ſingle life. 
For, it.is truly.a otly Tower, and a'great Word: whick all tar- 
not ;take:* But: without: all peradventoreg iv were better t6 
- marry than to burn, and; to be: ſaved: in the how: degree of *the 
faithful: people, than'in the fublinie;ftate of »the Clergy, both'to 
live worſe, and to be more ſeverely judged. ' For many, not in- 
deed all,;but yet many, it is certain; neither: can they Jie-hid! 
ſuch is their. muſritude; __ Maron lie hid; fach is 
their impudence : | many, "I ſay, ſeem.ro have! made ſe /off the 
liberty is which they are. called,: as atv occafion' of icarnality; 
abſtaining fromthe remedy of Marriage, and afterwards pour- } 
ing themſelves forth P all manner of wickedneſs. - PE 


hy —_ _ - —_ 


CHAP: NOONE: 2 


An Exhortation to Repentamee, that being firfl "OM 
bled; they may be afterwards exalted. . 


[2 


WJ Blood which was tThed for you. Take heed of the horrid . 

— danger, decline the fire which 41s prepared. Let there be 
found at length not a mock-profeſſion of Perfection, Tet the 
vertue of Piety be exhibited, together with the ſemblance of 
it; let there not be an_ empty form of a ſingle life devoid of . 
the truth. How ſhould Chaſtity but be in danger amidſt De- 
lights, Humility among Riches, Picty in the middle of Buſineſs, 
Truth in much ſpeaking, Charity in this wicked World ? Fly 
out of the middle of Batylon, fly and fave your ſouls. Hy 
ro the Cities of Refuge, where you may do Pennance for what's 
paſt, and obtain Grace for the preſent, and confidently expect 
Glory hereafter, Let not the conſciouſneſs of your fins retard 
, | | -you; 


Oo: L beſeech you, Brethren, ſpare your-Souls; ſpare the: - 


you | It 1s a great wlerful ching indeed robe @ Mitiftey 
of Chriſt, and a Diener of the Myſteries of God. The 
Order of Peacemakers is far above you, unleſs perhaps omit- 
ting the tegrees mentioned above, you arc rather minded to 
leap than to aſcend. Would to God, notwithſtanding whoſo- 


ever {© enters, would; if -it-were poſſible; miniſter as faithfully, 
as he intruded himſe! confidently. But it is hard, and perhaps 
impotſiblc, that. out of he. bieter roor of Ambition, the ſweer 
fruir of ſhould procced. I ſay, if you will bear me, 
yea not I, LOI LOR Bp , When JAS be nies ef « 
'  Wedaing, fit down in the lowe or 0 exalts him 

. fd nt av be'wbo Bend bimfel fea Joall be exalted... F 
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C H A P. XXXI. 


Of enduring Perſecution, according 1o_ the: Laſt - 
- Beatituade. | 


Leſſed, ſays he, are the Peacemakers, for they ſpall be called 
the Sons of God.” Mark well, not talkers of Peace, but 
makers of Peace, are commended. For there are which 
ſay, and do-not. Indeed, as not the hearers of the, Law, but 
the doers of the Law are juſt ; ſo-not the announcers of Peace, 
but'the aCtors of Peace; are bleſſed. Would to. God, notwith- 
ſtanding our whoſoever: now ſeem -Phariſces, (for per- 
haps there are ſome,) although they will.not do, at leaſt would* 
| a what they ought. Wauld to God they who will not Preach 
; Goſpel withour, a'Salary,' would byt eyen,Preach it for- a: 
Salary ; would to: God that. they - would but Evangelize, that 
they may eat. The hureling, ſays he, ſees4be Wolf a coming, and 
flys away, Jo. 10, Would to God, they who in this our age are 
not Paſtors, would but prove themfelves Hirelings to their. 
Flocks, and not Wolves : that them{clves-would not; hurt their, 
Flock, would not fly away, no body perfecuting of them, thar 
chey would not expoſe their Flack until. the Wolf. were ſeen'a: 
I! coming. For they were in ſome manner tolerable, if they were 
found, eſpecially in time of Peace, receiving their hire, and at 
leaſt for their hire, labouring in the keeping of their Flock, _ 
whilſt that they themſelves did not moleſt their Flock, and - 
againſt reaſon avert them from rhe Paſtures of Juſtice and 
Truth. For Perſecution undoubredly ſeparates and diſtipguiſhes 
Hirelings from good Shepherds. For how muſt not he needs 
fear tranſitory loſſes, who ſeeks after temporal gains? When 
will he endure an earthly Perſecution for Juſtice, who ſeeks an 
earthly Reward more than Juſtice. Blef:a, ſays he, are theſe 
who ſuffer perſecution for Juſtice, becauſe theirs is the Kingdom 
«f Heaues. This Beatirude belongs to good Paſtors, not to 


Hirelings, muck.lefs ro Thieves or Wolves. For they are fo 
G | far 


C4») 


far-from-ſbffering-Perſecution for Juſtice, that-they had rather 
endure Perſecution than Juſtice. For it is contrary to- their 
Works, and it is troubleſome-to them even to hear of it. But 
- for Covetouſneſs, and for. Ambition, they are ready to undergo 
all Dangers, to raiſe $capdals, to cndure Hatred, to diſſemble 
Revilings, to neglect Curſes ; ſo that rhe Animoſity of ſuch, is 
notlefs petniciovs than the Puſillanimity of Hirelings. There- 


fore to true Paſtors, their Paſtor, the good Shepherd, who. 


ſpared not-to lay down his life for his Sheep, ſays ; Bleed ſhail 
Je. be when men ſhall hate you, and ſeparate you, and caft. out your 
| jo meds ev4/ Ln Son of Man. Rejoyce in that day, and cx- 
your Reward it Hewven. For that they 

ws was os tofear far Thieves, who lay up Treaſore for them- 
fobves in Heaven. They have no rhe ro complain of the 
.of Fribulazion "when they confider the multipli- 
cation of their Reward. / Yea tet eliem rather rejoyce, as it is 
ficring they ſhould, that not ſ© muck their Perſecution, as their 
: Reprard, is fog 1 and Jer them exulr ſo. much more abon- 


day, owe ſaſfer more things for Chrift, thar {6 a'mgge 
ons Reward may.expe&t them with him. Why are e 
IS of Lived 1 arch ? There is a faithful faying, and 
gable truch: No adverfity ſhalt hurt ns, 
| ng mn _— us. —_ ſmall moody wo bure 
wi wc profie vs, abundanely profit-us, prov Foftice-be 
our intention, and Chriſt our Cave, with Shom the patience 
of 'the Poor ſhall nor- loſe its Reward for ever. To Him be 
Glory now and far eyer and cyer. ' Amer. . 


&- 


—_— 


Of the Spiritual Combat. 


F"JOD Almighty, the Rich and-Powerful King, made ran, 
whom he had created, his Son, to whom, as to a delicate 


Yonth, he appointed as Mafters,the Law, Prophets, and : 


other Tutors and Governors, until the time prefixed for his 
conſummation. He inſtructed him, and admoniſhed him, con- 
ſtituting him Lord of Paradiſe, ſhewing him, and promiſing him 
all rhe treaſures of his Glory, if he would not forſake him. 
And left ny thing ſhould be wanting to his happineſs, he in- 


dulged ro him alto freedom of will, that his Happineſs might 


be voluntary, and not forced. And having now received liber- 
ry of good and evil, he began to have an irkſome wearinels of 
his good things, out of a concupiſcence of knowing good and 
evil. Ont of the Paradife therefore of a good Conſtieace he 
goes, ſeeking new things, which he knew not; for as yer he 
had known nothing but good, and neglecting his Facher's Laws, 
and Tutors, he eats of the Tree of Knowledg of Good _ 

G 2 Evi 
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Evil againſt the prohibition of his Father : and, miſerable crea- 
rure, hiding himſelf, and flying from the face of his Lord, 
faolith Boy, lic began. to. wander-through- the :Motntins -of 
Price, through the 'Valleys of Coriaſity, through the Fields of 
Licentiouſheſs, through the Groves of Laſciviouſheſs, through 
the: Mariſbes of Carnal Pleaſures, and through the Floods of - 


+ 


Worldly:Cares. The old :Robber ſpying the wanton Youth 
wandring far From. his- Father's Houſe-wittioat a Keeper, with- 


out a Governor, commes:to him and with the hand-of bad coun- 
* ſe] reaching him the Apples of diſobedience; after he had gor 
his conſent, he ſets upon him, he caſts him headlong on the 
round, that is, precipitates him into earthly defires ; and. leſt 
be ſhould get up again, he tics his feet, that is, the affections 
of his mind with the ſtrong bonds of Concupiſcence, binds his 
hands of Operations, blinds the eyes. of his Mind, puts him in- 
_ to the Ship of dangerous Security, and the wind of Adulation 
blowing ſtrong, he tranſports him into the far Country of Diſ- 
ſimilitude. He being now m a ſtrange Land, he was expoſed 
ro Saif to all that paſs by the way. He learns to feed Hogs, 
and to eat the husks of Hogs, he unlearns all he had learnt, he 
learns what he knew not, to wit, baſe and ſervile works. And. 
being bound. in the Priſon af Deſperation, where the wicked 
walk in a round, in thar' Mill of impious Circuition, he is forced 
ro grind to the profit of a bad Conſcience. | 
Ah ſad misfortune. And where is now his Potent, Bounteons, 
and Loving Father ? Can he forget the Son of his body? Far 
'be iv from him, far be it from him, He does not forget him, 
* but compaſſonares him, he grieves and complains of the ab- 
ſence and perdition of his Son. He commands his-Friends, he 
ſolicits. his Servants, he excites all ro ſeek after him. .One of 
- this Servants called: Fear, at the command of his Lord, fullow- 
ing the foot of the fugitive Son, finds him in the Dungeon of 
a'Priſon, covered with the filthy rags of carnal fins, bound with 
the chains and fetters of a bad cuſtom, miſerable and mad, ſe- 
cure and laughing amidſt his miſeries. Whom he urged both 
with words and blows to go out, and to return to: his Father ; 
and he did.fo confound and deject the miſerable wretch, rhar 
he lay like one a dying, his belly cleaving to the ground. In- 
Tanely after Fear, Cleo, 3 ſetvanr, whoſe name was Hope, went 
ur, and ſeeing the King's" Son not delivered, but opprefled ; 
| not 


(45) 
'not helped, but dejeted by fear; ſoftly goes to him, and rai- 
ſing up the needy from the ground, and the poor from the 
dunghil ; and lifting up his head, and caſting about him the 
garment of Conſolation, wiping his eyes and face ; Sr, fays he, 
| how many. Servants in your Father's Houſe have Bread more than 

enongh, but you here famiſh for hunger ? I pray ariſe, and go to 
your Father, and ſay to him; Father, maks me as one” of your 
hired Servants. Then he at length, ſcarce a little return'd to 
himſelf, ſays ; Are not you Hope ? And how could Hope ever 
enter into ſo dark and horrid a dungeon of deſperation ? I, I, 
ſays he, I am Hope ſent to you from your. Father, and I will 
help you, and not leave you, till-I brmg you into-che Houſe of 
your-Father, and into the Bed-chamber of your Mother. And 
Q, ſays he, O ſweet eaſe of labours, O ſweet comfort of the 
miſerable, O one, and not the loweſt of the three that wait in 
the Bed-chamber of the King, you ſee the vaſt depth of my 
Priſon, you ſee my chains, which notwithſtanding at your en- 
trance-are for the greateſt part broken and Tooſed, you ſee the 
vaſt multitude of my fellow-Captives, their ſtrength, their 
iwiftneſs, their craft; and what place then for thee here ? Bur, 
ſays Hope, do not fear, he who helps us, is Merciful ; he who 
fights for us, is Omaipotent: and there are more with us than 
with them. Beſides, I have brought yow the Horſe of defire, 
ſent to you from your Father, whom when you ſhall have 
mounted, I being your guide, you ſhall ſecurely eſcape out of  F 
the hands of all theſe your enemies. Thus he ſaid, and forth- WE 
with ſet the King's Son upon the Horſe of defire, putting under. 
him the ſoft Clothes 'of pious Devotion, having added the 
ſpurs of 'good Examples; but there wanted a bridle, ſuch haſte 
he made to fly away. Immediately the Horſe falls a running 
without a bridle; Hope draws him on before, Fear behind ur- 
es him with blows and threats. Then the Princes of Edow 
eing this, were troubled, trembling ſeized upon the ſtrong of 
Moad, and all the Inhabitants of Canaay were wounded. Let 
fear and trembling invade them from thy great Arm, let them 
be made immovable as a ſtone, until thy Son,.O Lord, paſs by, 
thatthy Son whom thou haſt once poſſeiſed. 
Bur whilſt they are thus carried on headlong, they fly away 
mdeed, but not without danger, becauſe withour meaſure, and 


| : without counſel, Wherefore Prudence ſent from his Fathes, 
one 
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one of The thief Princes of his Palace; hving in. his wompeny | 
his fricad 'Temperance, runs to them, and ſtopping them, ſays ; 
Not {6 faft, not ſo fait, I pray, not ſo faſt ; for Solomon fays; 
He that makes haſte, is ſwbjeft to Finmbl:, Prov. 19, If you run 
- ro0 faſt, you ſtumble; if you ftumble, you fall; if you fall, 
you render back into the hands of his enemies, the King's Son, 
whom you have undertaken to deliver. For if he ſhall chance 
to fall, their hand will be upon him immediately. +Having ſand 
this, he par-upon the 'metted Horſe of defire, the bridle of dif- 
cretion, and committed the government of the rejas to Tem- 
perance. And when Fear behind complained of the nearneſs 
and ſtrength of the -enemies, and of the ſlowneſs of their 
flight. ..Get thee behind me, Szrw, ſays Pradence, thou art'an 
occaſion of offence to us. Our ftrength and our praiſe is the 
Lord, and -he is made unto ns Salvation. Armd behold Fort- 
rude, a ſtout Souldier of our Lord, rauning to them over the 
Field of holy confidence, and having drawn our the Sword of 
Joy z Do not, ſays he, be troubled ; more are with-us than 
with them. Then, fays Prudence, acquainted with the Councels 
of the Court of Heaven ; Have a care, I beſeech you, for that . 
inheritance whereunto haſte is made in the begioning, ſhall 
want 2 blefſing in the-end, Prov. 20. Go forwards therefore 
_ prudently, but not too faſt, For the -enemies are not in the 
way, but they are wont to pat the occafion of tripping by the 
way-lide, in the meeting-of two or three ways rogether, im 
the windings and turnings of the ways. I therefore will-go 
before, but do you keep ftrair on the way of Juſtice, and I 
will quickly bring you into the Camp of Wiſdom, which is 
not now far of, For it is Wiidom of whom it is faid ; If you 
defere Wiſdom, learn FaFtice, Eccl. to, Whilſt they thus go on, 
Fear ufging, Hope drawing, Fortitude defending, Temperance 
. moderating, Prudence forecaſting and inſtructing, Juſtice gaidir 
and conflurting, the King's Son approaches rhe' Camp of wit 
dom. Wiſdom kearing of the coming of a new Gueſt, pre- 
- vents him who defires her, goes out ro meet him, ſhews her- 
ſelf to him chearfully upon the way. But the Camp was ſur- 
rounded with the deep ditch of profound Humiliry, on which 
was built the ſtrong and fair walls of Obedience, reachidg the 
very Heavens, which was wonderfully adorned with the ftories 
of good Examples painted all over it. Alſo it was built with 
Bulwarks ; 
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Balwarks ; a thouſand Bucklers hang upon it, all the Armour of 
the valiant. The gate of Profeſſion was open to all ; a Porter ] 
at the entrance to ler in the worthy, and to ſhut ourt« the un- 
worthy. An Herald crying over the Gate; If any one love 
Wiſdom, let him turn into me, and he ſhall find it ; and when 
he ſhall have found it, happy is he if he keep it. Hither the 
King's Son, brought in by the guidance of Wiſdom that met 
him, yea carried him in her Arms, obſequiouſly attended by 
the King's Family, he is brought ro the Tower in the middle of - 
the Forrtification, where Wiſdom has built her ſelf an Honſe, 
has hewed out ſeven Pillars, has ſubdued Nations to her, and by 
her proper vertuc has trampled upon-the necks of the proud. 
and lofty. There he is placed in the Bed of Wifdom, which 
 kxry four ones of the valiant of Fart ſurronnd,. every one 
with a Sword upon his thigh. David is preſent with his Tim- 
* bye] and Dance, with his ftringed Inſtrument and Organ: and. 
the other Paranymphs of the Celeftial Court rejoycing and . 
exulting more over one Sinner doing Pennance, than over nine- 
ty nine juſt, who need no repentance. And behold a boifterous 
Wind coming from the North, . and involving - fire, ſhakes the 
whole Houſe, troubles the Camp of Wiſdom. For Pharaoh 
went out with hjs Chariots and Horſemen, purſaing 1frae/ fly- 
ive away. The Tabernacles of the /dameans and the Iſmaciites, . 
Moab and the Agarens, ebal, and Amon, and Amalech, the. 
Strangers, with the nhabitants of Tyres, diſpofed 'a Covenant, 
and unanimouſly plorted againſt them. Afr, that graft Ex- 
terminator, the Devil; came along with rhem. In a word, the. 
Gity is befieged, machins of temptations ariſe, the enemy pref- 
ſes hard on every fide, a Dragon m ambuſh, a Lion m open 
view ; he gathers companions, caſts in Fire- balls, digs ooge | 
the Walls, ſtirs up Wars, ſends privily Trapans, threatning the 
utter ruine of th& whole City: Within is fear and anxiety, and : 
al-are troubled art the ſudden and vehement aſlaulr of rhe ene- 
mies, and ftagger like a drunken man, alk their Wiſdom is de= 
voured, and they cried to their Lord when rhey were troubled. . 
They run to the Caſtle of Wiſdom ; they tell the ifs that have 
pned ; they agk connce?. Wor Prudence returned to her felf, 
conſults Wiſdom what had beſt be done. Wiſdom deefares that 
no-defay muſt be made, but counfel muſt be ask'd of the Su- 
preme King, And who ſhall go for us, fays Prudence ? Poyer. | 
| | ' fays. 


thi oa 
" * - fys Wiſdom. And leſt ſhe Could make any delay in ging le 
* * _ her ride upon the Horſe of Faith. Prayer, after a long ſeck- 
ing, in ſo. great a tumulr, ſcarce at laſt was tiny far z _ gets up= 
on-the Horſe of Faith, goes on the way of Heaven, nor 
does ſhe ſtop until ſhe enters the Gates of the Lord'in Con- I 
feſſion, and his Courts in Hymns. And like a familiar ſervant 4- 
approaching the Throne of Glory, expoſes her neceſſary buſi- | 
nets. The.King having heard the danger of his Son, converting 
himſelf to the Conſorr of his Kingdom Charity, ays: O whom 
ſhall I ſend, and who. will go for us? Bur, fays Charity, behold, 
I am ready to. go, ſend me. Then the King ; Prevailing, fays 
he, thou ſhalt prevail, and ſhalt deliver him ; go thy ways, and 
do ſo. Forthwith the. Queen of Heaven, Charity, gocs out 
from the face of the: Lord, accompanied by the whole Celcitial 
Court: and coming and deſcending into the Camp, with the 
vertue and joy of her preſence, medians — 3 
things, compoſed the commotions, and appeaſed the diftur- 
bances. Light is reſtored to the miſerable, and confidence to 
to thoſe that were afraid. Hope returned again, which was juſt 
-.upon flying away, and Fortitude, which had almoſt been quite - y 
loſt. The whole Artillery of Wiſdom reſumes Conſtancy, Bur 1 
the 7 ali that were. befieging the City, what op" 4m1 
ſay they, is this in the Camp? wo be unto us. Let ns - S Iſrael, 
for God i fights for them. So the enemies flying, the ce of 
_ the Grace of God rejoyces the City of God, the moſt High 
has ed his Tabernacle: God is in the "middle of i it, it 
ſhall not be moved : God will help it carly in the morning, 
The Nations are diſturbed, and the Kingdoms are bowed down : 
he gave forth his voice, and the earth was moved. The Lord of F 
| Vertues is with us: Our Receiver is the God of facob. Then 
the Queen, Charity, taking into her arms the child of God, 
her own child carried him to Heaven, and repreſented .him to 
God his Father. Whom his Father meeting, gracious and plea- 
fant ; Quickly, ſays he, bring forth the firſt Srole, and put it on 
him; and give him a Ring on his hand, and Shooes on his feer. | 
Produce the farted Calf, and kill him. For it behoves us to 
feaſt and rejoyce, becauſe that mWÞ Son was dead, and is revi- 
_- ved; was loſt, and is found. 
Take notice here: of four things-in chis deliverance, or. re- 
EONS, of our prodigal Youth. Firſt, his Repentance, bay S ſ 
fooli | 


Ee EA, 


* ER TEE » 
EO TER”. - 
3. L304", 


Fo (499) 
*foqliſh one, .yecondly , - bis Flight, but: temerarious and un- 
x -. Thirdly, his Fighting,! but timerous-and- fearful. 
ſhall find in every one.that flies our of the World. Firſt of all, 
he is-poor and fooliſh ; afterwards, he is precipitant and reme- 
rarious in proſperities z, then, he ;is timerous and puſiltanimous 
in adverſities : and finally; provident, underſtanding, and per- 
fect in the Kingdom of Charity. »  - © | | 
The firſt thing that ſeizes. upon Sinners, is a iegledt of them- 
ſelves, then a curioſity of exterior things, and of. ſuch'as be- 
long not to them ; afterwards, a concupifcence' of thoſe very 
- things. Conſent follows concupiſcence, cuſtom follows ' con- 
ſcar, contempt follows cuſtom, and. malice, that is affection and 
delight in finaing, follows contemipr..: Negligence retards; Cu- 
rioſity hinders, Coneupiſcence tics, Conſeac - binds, or hardens, 
Cuſtom drays, Contempt precipitates, Delight- incarcerates in 
the priſon of deſperation ; 'wherefore: the Sinner, when- he 


ſhall have come into the. bottom, he. defpairs. Bur. the Holy 


Ghoſt coming, and: viſiting.:the miſerable: Soul -by: his-:{even- 
fold Grace, firſt infiiſes 'Fear inro'ir,'bo Fear he: adds Picry; that 
_ the ſweetneſs of Piety may comfort; the Aliſery: of; Fear; to 

Piety Knowledg, to wit, ” 4 ir-may know how to''uſe /both 
Fear and Piety,. leſt exceflive fadneſs from Fear ſhould wholly 
abſprp-it, or leſt a vain preſumption from Piery ſhould preei- 
pitate it into indiſcretions-: to 'Knowledg Fortitude, to' wit, 
againſt temptations, and that it may make progreſs in good : 
Counſel alſo affiſts not only Knowledg, but alſo Fortitude, Jeſt 
it ſhould truſt roo much either ro Knowledg or Fortitude. 
But that all things may be done with Counſel, he adds Under- 
ſtanding, that now in the interior of his own heart, he may by 
himſelf. read, not only what men counce}, bur alſo whar is the 


good, and well-pleaſing, and perfect will of God. To Under- 


itanding, Wiſdom ; that what hitherto he learnt by . Councel, 
or Underſtanding, may now paſs into affection to him: that by 
it ſelf, through the Grace off God, may reliſh, and be made 
ſavoury and ſweet to him, whatſoever hitherto ſeemed hard 
and intolerable. And firſt of all, to Negligence the Holy Ghoſt 
oppoſes Fear ; and he thar fears, neglects nothing ; to Curioſt- 
ty, Piety ;-thar is, an affetion for God ; which, as the Apoſtle 
fays, is profitable to every good work, and wholly contrary 
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to Cariofiry. To Concupiſcence-he joyns Knowledg, that the - 
Soul may know it ſelf, and buſying it ſelf in its own interior, jt 
may not go out-to the Concupiſcence of the- World, left it 
hear thar:(O faireſt: — women,if thou knoweſt not thy ſelf, 

o forth and feed thy Kids: ) or that it may know-how vain and 
Fail all rhoſe things.are which ir defires.. To Conſent he oppo- 
_ ſes Fortitude, leſt Counce] ſhould come to conſent ro Cuſtom ; 
becauſe when it ſhall be come .to Cuſtom, then truly there is 
need of Councel:: ro Contempt the Holy- Ghoſt oppoſes Un- 
derſtanding, becauſe now the Councel of men being contemned, 
unleſs by it ſelf the Soul underſtand its own- danger, its Caſe 
becomes in a manner deſperate : to. Malice, Wiſdom, becauſe 
Wiſdom only overeomes Malice. Now the Holy Ghoſt by its 
ſeven-fold Grace, __ o; For the. Soul of man this feven- 
fold Miſery, he 1 ly:builds in it a ſeven-fold Beatitude, by 
the Spirit of Fear, ing happy the poor.in Spirit ; by the 
Spirit of Picry,. making happy the Meck; by the Spirit of - 
wiedg, ps happy. thoſe that Mourn ;- by the -Spirit of 
Fortitude, making OP nn aunger and thirſt after 
- Juſtice gory = of . Councel, making happy the Merciful ;- 
by the_ Spir Underſtanding, . making happy the Pure of 
— Bong ; the Spirit of Patience, making the Peace- 
makers ; when Wiſdom overcomes Malice, that Peage of 
God which f all underſtanding, exults in the Heart : and. 
this is the Perfeftion of the Servants of God... | 


(+ pas I (pgs vs - 


(92) 


- i _ _—— —- DCC A ——_ AY o A | TY OY £44 as . 


CAS EBAI AMAA Ab, 


EASE 


: m—_— Su th —— DS —— —— $—— ++ OSLO - $=—— CREE Rong 


SERM. IL 


Etwixt Babylonand {ernuſalem there is no Peace, but a con- 
tinual War. Each City has its _—_ The King de er =. [i 
ſatems is Chriſt our Lord ; the Deyll is the Ba- -4 
lon. And now, becauſe one of them delights to ' en in ! 
fuftie, the other in- Malice, the of B: abylon draws ſuch 
Citizens of Hieraſalem as he can, into Fa and by his Mi- 
' niſters unclean Spirits, ſeduces them, to make them ſerye iniqui- 
ty to iniquiry, Rom, '6. Hence a Watchman or Eſfpial upon the 
Walls of feraſalews fecing one of her Citizens made a prey of, 
and leading Caprive into Babylon he gives notice of it to the 
King. Now the King of fer«ſalem calling to him the Spirit of - 
Fear, a notable Souldier in ſuch occaſions ; Go, ſa ys he, and 
reſcue our Priſoner, He, as one always ready at all the com- 
mands of the King, with all ſpeed purſues the enemies, and on. 
the ſudden there was made in their ears @ ſound as it were of 
a vehement wind coming towards them. For Fear thundred ' 
over them, and at the voice of his Power all the ſtrength of 
his enemy trembled, whom now put to flight, Fear did not far 
rſue them, but endeavoured to carry back to his own City 
bis reſcued fellow-Citizen. But one of the adverſaries, the 
= of Sadneſs was not with them when Fear aſſailed them. 
e ſeeing his Companions on the ſudden flying, riſes our of the 
ambuſh in which he had hid himſelf, makes to them with al! 
H 2 ſpced. 
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ſpeed. All this is done, fay they, by Fear alone, and it is diſ- 
grace to us all. But he ; be not afraid of that Fear, for I. 
know what's to be dofic: I will go, and Fll-be*a lying Spi- 
rivin the corners of the” ways, an will feign my ſelf to be a 
friend of Fear For. L know the man, and he is not-ro be dealt 
nthal by force- bar'by- craft. But do you wait the iſſue; He. 
shengd fad ord taking the neereft way, got before Fear, 
rerurning back upon the way, by which Fear was: going, 
he met him ; and entertaining him with kind, but very miſ- 
chievous difcourſes, began to ſeduce him ; fo that Fear, igno- 
rant of his deſigns, confidently. follows him. And he was now 
Juſt upon the point of precipitating hin into the ditch of De- 
ſpair. "But the Spial - fignifies to the King what was a-doing. 
'The King makes one of his Souldiers, Hope, to be called, and 
commands him to make haſte to the ſuccour of Fear, carrying 
with him the Horſe of Deſpair, and the Sword of Foy. he 
fairhful Souldier going forth at the word of command, when 
he was come to the place, 'brandiſhing the Sword of Joy, he 
put Sadneſsto flight. - And {0 baving delivered his fellow-Citi- 
zen, and. pyt him upon the Horſe 'of Deſire, going before, he 
draws him forward with the cord of the Promiſes: and Fear 
following behind, laſhes him on with a little whip made of the 
ſinall cords of his ſins. The free Horſe goes on a-main, drawn - 
before, and:;urged:hebind;3: but. in ſo. rapid a courſe, there was 
reafon to. fear'an incurſion, . And: odced the Sonldiers of [Baby- 
lon. gathered togetheria Councel, faying ; What do- we, when 
her has ſo eſcaped, whom but! now-we poſſeſſed with ſecurity ? 
How 1s the-jubilation -of Hell turned into- mourning, and joy 
made im the Heavens for the. delivery of their fellow-Cirizen 
by only two Souldiers? How is it that the cunning of the Dia- 
' bolical fraud: has periſhed *:But one of them more- wicked than 
the reſt, ſuggeſted profane and: wicked counſe}, faying'; You 
know- nothing, nor do you; underſtand; how-that now he is more 
eaſy. to be taken, 'and if he be taken, more hardly will he be 
taken From us again. Do-you therefore follow -a-loof off, and 
Plt-rransfigure-my- ſelf into. an Angel of -Light, and under a 
- ſhew of teaching them as ſtrangers, and . ignoranr-:of the way, 
will deceive them. The Trapan being thus ordered, the Scout- 
watch-ſignifies to the King, that indeed the Captive: is return- 
ng, and -upon'the Horſe of Defire, but thar he makes roo _ 
| | aſte, 
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haſte, for want'of a Bridle and- Saddle. The enemiceÞfays he, 
purſue him a-far off, and ſome of them inveterate in evil, cut 


the way ſhort. Bur, and juſt now, I ſee one who ſeems to wear 


our Arms, but I am ſure he's gone out from us. It's needfu] 
ſomebody ſhould go and ask him, are you ours, or do. you be- 
long to our adverſaries ? Moreover the King, whoſe mind. is 


continually ſolicited with the care ofs Souls, ſends forth two of _ 


his Councellors, Prudence and Temperance. One of which, 
Temperance puts upon the Horſe rhe bridle of Diſcretion, and 
perfwades Hope to. go a more moderate pace. But Prudence 
cbiding Fear, and accuſing him of headineſs, admoniſhed him of 
the future :- and ſet upon the Horſe the ſaddle of Circumſpecti- 
on, that his Rider might not fall backwards, but mighr reſt be- 


hind on confeſſion of Sin paſt, before on meditation of Judg- _ 
ment, on the left-hand on Patience, and on the right-hand on. 


Humility. Moreover Hope and Fear gave ſpurs, Hope on the 


right-foot, the expectation of Reward ; Fear on the left, the. 


dread of Puniſhment. And delay being made, it now growing 
rowards evening, and the day being far ſpent, the enemies are 
gathered rogether again in mulrirudes ro fight them. Fear 
rrembles, Hope accelerates, but ſcarce at length Prudence and 


Temperance makes them hear councel. And Prudence, you ſee - 
that the day is gone, and the night has overtaken. us: : 


and he that walks in darkneſs, knows not whither he goes. 


Moreover you have a great way yet to go, nor is the number - 


-of your enemies ſmall. But our King has a very faithful Soul- 
dier, whom I know very well, and” he has a Caſtle here tiard 
by, and a very ſtrong Habitation ; becauſe he has made 
his neſt in a Rock. Let us, if you pleaſe, divert unto him, for 
it is good for us to be there. My Armor-bearer, Reaſon, ſhall 
g0 before us ; for he is skilful in the ways, and known to 
Juſtice, to wir, of: his kindred. Reaſon then leading the way, 
rhe reſt following, he got to the Caſtle before them ; and ha- 
ving falured Juſtice, gave notice of the Gueſts that were a 
coming. Juſtice enquires Who they are, asks whence, and for 


what they come. And being informed. concerning their King, . 


riſing up, goes out'to them as chr of Bread, and meets 
them as an honoured Mother, and taking the Soul off from the 
Horſe of Defire, affe(tuouſly lodges him in the inmoſt chambers 
of his Houſe. The enemies Army follows, and ſurrounding 
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the Caſtle on all ſides, ſeeks our, if poſſibit, ſome -entrance- 6r 
other ; and, as a Lion, goes about ROOE on he may de- 
vour.. But finding it fortifted on all ſides, they pitch -cheir 


. Tents, and order Watches, that no body may be able-to go 


- 


{In or out; and that the morning being come, they ray aſſault 
'it, and with thceir- prepared machins throw it down to the 


ground. In the mean timeFear, timerous, and not flothful in 
ſolicitude, nor-ever ſecure, excires -his.feHow-Sonldiers, con- 
venes Juſtice, enquires abour the fortification of the place, and 
how they are prepared with Arms, and adds,if perhaps there be 
a ſufficiency of proviſions for their ſuſtenance, To theſe things 
Juſtice anſwers ; The ſcituation of the place, as you may ob- 


. Jerve, -is ſtrogg and inacceſſible, nor does it fear affaults, with 


the arms and machins.of the. enemies. -: But becauſe it is-a dry 


Place, it has but few Inhabirants, whom ir ſuſtains'in ſome man- 
ner with the dry food of Barly-bread. And we bave now 0n- 


ly left five Barly-loaves, and two Fiſhes. And what, ſays Fear, 
are theſe amongſt ſo many ? He began therefore the more tv 
fear, and to be irkſomly weary, and blaming the Soul for coming 
off the. Horſe of:defire, often .commemorated, that the Jait 
things of that man would be worſe than his firſt. For that 
forward Horſe, now committed to. the guidance of only rea- 
fon, with his ſwift courſe did fly to the City. Thou thy ſelf, 


fays he, ſhalr ſee, if ir was not better with thee then rather 


than now. And. ſo Fear had almoſt riſen up againſt Hope for 


_ thinking contrary things ;- but Temperance. called in Prudence. 


Prudence _ come, reprehending the - unrulineſs of Fear, 
fays; Let thy Sword, O Fear, ſhew its cruelty upon the ad- 
.verſaries. Doeſt thou not know that our:King is the King of 
Vertues, the ſtrong and powerful Lord; the Lord powerful in 
Battel 2? 'Let therefore a M er go, who may make known 
the neceſſities of his'Seryants, demand Help, bring Auxiliaries. 
And who ſhall be able to go ? ſays -Fear. Darkneſs has cover- 
ed the earth, and a watchful multitude of enemies encompaſſes 
the walls, and we all ignorant of the way, as-in a Country far 
from home. They called therefore Juſtice, their Hoſt. If in 
any thing, ſay they, thou canſt, help us : To whom Juſtice; Be 
of good heart. For I have a: very faithful meſſenger to the 
King, well known at Court, to wit, Prayer, who is not unskilled 
Xhrough unknown ways, in the ſecret filence of the night, to 
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etrate the ſecrets of -Heaven, and to. go to the King's Bed- 
chamber, and by-an tune importunity to incline the pious 
mind:of the King, and is wont by a pittiful' ſupplication :to- im- 
pom help for the diſtreſſed. Let him go if you pleaſe, for 
0 he is here preſent at hand. And when they had all: anſwered, 
Ir pleaſes us : Prudence diftating what he ſhould infinuate* to 
the Ring, Juſtice commanding him that he ſhould a faithfu!ly, 
and be fure not to return empty ; the reſt, bur eſpecially Fear, 
beſeeching him-that he would make all: haſte poſſible; he was 
ſent away through a ſecret poſtern of the wall. And heſe- 
curely penetrating the thickeſt files of the enemies, ſwifter 


than any Bird, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, came 


to the very Gates of the new eraſalem. Which when he had 
found ſhut, and had knocked, the Porters taking it il}, that in 
the fitent dead of night he ſhould fill rhe City with clamours, 
and not be afraid to be importune even to the King limſelf;-he 
_ continued knocking, and moreover fpoke, ſaying ; Open to me 
the Gates of Juſtice, and being entred into. them, with my 
mouth [I will canfeſs to the Lord our King, according to the 
multitude of my dolours which are in my-heart. This, ſays he, 
is.the Gate of my Lord, Juſtice ſent me unto you, that I may 
be introduced to-the King, for I have ſecrets ro reveal ro him. 


The voice of the Turtle was heard in our Land. And when it © 
was underftood that ſhe was a Meſſenger from Juſtice, he was - 
commanded to be brought in. Prayer entring in unto the King, . 


adored, and faid; O King live for ever. And he: Are things 


well with thy Lord an 
O Lord, through your Grace. Yet one thing is needful. Your 


ſervant, which by your Royal command was ſhatch'd -away - 


from the horns of the Unicorns, has turned in unto your Cham- 

ion my. Maſter ; and it is a Sontherly and dry Land, and it 
fra no proviſions. May my Lord give his benediction, and 
our earth give his ffuit, and our enemies are .gathered toge- 
ther in muſtitudes to fight againſt us. Give us, O Lord, help 
concerning our tribulation ; becauſe there is no other to fight 
for us, except thou our God. Then-our King, whoſe nature is 


goodneſs, mpved with theſe fears, faid ; Whom ſhall we ſend ? * 
To whom Charity : Lo here am I, Lord, fend me. Bur the- 
King asked concerning her Companions ; but Charity anſwered, . 


her own Domeſticks were ſufficient, Charity therefore goes 1} 
out,.. 


his concerns ? And Prayer : Well, © 
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e Train,” Joy, Peace, Patience, Lon- 
ganimity, Benigniry, Goodneſs, Mecknels. The renowned Ca 
OUTLET ons 
ictory, lifting up the- triumphal T11gn, he palled the firſt and-f 
cond Waech of the enemies. And Sette come. to the Gate, it 
opened tc her of it felf. Ar whoſe entrance, great joy was 
made in the Town. And when at_the perſiaſion of Joy they 
all-lifr-up their voices, and cried out with acclamations, the cla- 
morous noiſe terrified the Camp of thoſe without. And they.; 
. What is that voice-of Exultation that founds in our cars from 
the Tents of 1/rael? It was not ſo yeſterday, and the day be- 
fore. Perhaps aid is come to them, and they will fally our, 
and affault us. Wherefore let us fly /frael; for the Lord fights 
for: them againſt us. In the meant time Charity, impatient of 


q © delay, commands her Ariny to be put in array, the Gates to be 


-opened, and the enemy to be puriued ; openly profeſſing, and 
= 3. I will go-to the gates of Hell. So at one ſally the 

| a Army of Charity goes forth, whoſe force the Babyloniens 
not being able ro bear, they fly, but do not Eſcape. '. On the 
fide of Fear fall thouſands, and on the right-hand of Charity 
ten thouſands, | 
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for Battel. On the one ſide the Valiant David draws 

forth a terrible and wel]-ordered Squadron of. Vertues: 
On the other ſide Nebxchadonozor diſpoſes againſt him the ſpi- 
ritual wickedneſſes of Babylon, a. tumultuous Army of Vices, 
- The young Novice, David, having but newly taken the military 
- Oath to his Sovercign, girt about with the Sword of the Word 
of God, by the hands of the eternal David, equipped. with 
other Spiritual Weapons, big with great thoughts, very im- 
patient rather of making himſelf a great Name, than of con- 
- quering the enemy, againſt the Edict of the King goes; forth 
the Camp. He had a metled Horſe, his own body,ſtill full of ſe- 
cular juice, Juſty, freſh,wanton, and his mind proportioned; thus: 
mounted, he's carried. gallantly, and ſcorning the diſcipline. of 
his own Tents, and contemning his Companions, out of a cer-- 
rain fooliſh preſumption he marches far before the reſt, ſwel- 
ting and panting to make himiſclf a name. David ſeeing his. 
imperuons preſumption, threatens him by- his Son Solomon :. 
Wo to him that is alone ; becauſe if he fall, he has not one to- 
help him up. Whoſe admonitions he lightly eſteeming, when 


he was ſeeking occaſions of ſhewing. his great Vertue to __ 
I. clf. 


T* E Armies of fernſalem and Babylon were ſet in array 


T4) 


| ie or others, and, was contriving to do ſome notable feat, he 


ſpics in the adverſe Party, one of the enemies, of a ſtout ma- 
RATIO ATED, $, jolly Har ares. wat his hands 


full of -fiery darts, wound thoſe he mound 
hr faoioe dejom "rhoſb the kills, ils, cafi y coking Captives, and 
difficultly releafmg chem ; the ſpirit of Farkiction Here, pre- 


ſuming to thew an experiment of his excellent Vertue, he 
direQs his force againt him ; and'urging forward that his free 
Horſe with the taſhes of fiſting, arid the fpurs of watching, he 
is wholly carried upon him. Prudence crics out behind ; Spare, 

ſpare : Diſcretion cries, Hold, hoJd : and the whole Army of 
David calls out to him : all which he hearing with a deaf car, 
miſerable creature, he's carried headlong into his own ruine, 

and knows it not. Nebachadonozar ſeeing him, murmurs with 
indignation, and meditating il! againſt him, ſends crafty Trapans 
before. - For he headily ruſhing on, two Sifters, Pride and Vain- 
glory meet him, and Cratatenty, 'by way of acclamation, cry 
out beſide him ; Gallantly, gallantly. To which he unfortunate- 
ly being too credulous, is hurried: into a precipice, and knows 
nothing of the ambuſhes which compaſs him on all ſides. For 


_ * the ſpirir of Fornication having now frequently experienced 


ſuch aſſaults of ſuch-youngfers, makes a thew of flying, and 
provokes the miſerably deluded Novice to follow her, until ha- 
ving brought him into the middle of Babylon, through the 
Gate that's ever open, ſhe delivers him up to her Compani- 
ons to be mocked at by chem. Gluttony and Fornication ſeize 
upon his horſe as theirs, nor do they permit his Maſter any 
longer to have any right in him. For now he began to fall; 
" now, being weary, he _ to divert, or turn out of the wa 
for in the middle of the Fight he fell-under his Rider, and 
ly bruiſed him with his fall. Whom they with their Bebylonian 
meats having refreſhed, and made fat again, ſubjected to their 
ſervices. ge envy, and a whole troop of other Vices riſe 
| y againſt the miſerable crearare, and Sinners confidently build 
om il back. And Fornication alſo, the back of whom, flying 
x. he had'only ſeen hitherto, now with open face, and a 
' brazen forchead aſſails him, and caſts her fiery darts into his 
"hearr, and draws her ſword againſt his neck, and having thrown 
him down, tramples vpon' him, and delivers him over to the 
Cook of the NEV of Babylon, Nabuzardem, ſubjecting him - 
is 
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kis impure ingurgitations to be laugh'd at; nor-does ſhe ni 
peraic honourable vices ro lay hand on hit, bur wc der 
expotts him to the filthy Scullions of the King's Kitchen ; thar 
is, £o foul and horrid vices. So then being now taken by the 
enemies, he is bound with the cords of bad cuttom, and preci- 
irared into the priſon of deſperation. But King David cover- 
Ing his head, lamented, ſaying ; O Abſolon my Son, my Son Ab- 
ſolon. And calling a royal retainer, a tried and uſeful inftrument 
in ſuch occaſions, to wit, Fear; he ſends him to ſeek him our, 
and commands him to take Obedience along with him, that 
having taken him out of Priſon, he may commit him to the 
tuition of Obedience. Fear being ſent, goes, -and awakes the 
miſerable Captive ; and having freed him from his chains and 
prifon , according as it was commanded him , delivered 
him up to Obedience, and alſo reſtored him his Horſe, but heady 
and rebellious, and ſo as he would _—_ any more acknow- 
ledg his Lord. Whom Obedience laying hold on, and curbing 
him with an Iron-bit, ſubjzeted him, although with very 
great reluCctancy and recalcitration to his ancient Maſter, and 
taught him to change his ſtrength. So Obedience having from 
Fear received the Souldier of Chriſt, leading him by another 
way brought him back into his own Countrey ; and ordered 
him his firft manſion - with Piety, to- wit, that the indulgent 
ſweerneſs of his Father calting him back again, might refreſh 
his mind angered by Fear. His ſecond with Knowledg, that he 
might know whence, and whither he was to return, and that he 
might underſtznd how to uſe both Piety and Fear ; left Piery 
ſhould extol him, or Fear deject him. His third with Fortitude, 
which ſhould ſtrengthen him to perform the journey of his 
return. His fourth with Counce], that he may learn to do all 
things with the counſel of another, nor in- any thing decline 
from the guidance of Obedience. His fifth with Underſtand- 
ing, that now not only by the counſel of others, but alſo he 
himſelf may begin to underſtand what is the good, well- 
pleaſing, and perfect will of God. Sixthly, the Souldier of 
Chriſt came to the manſion of Wiſdom, his other Hoſts accom- 
panying him, and not forſaking his journey, that now the good |. 
things of our Lord may become ſavoury to him, and he may 
henceforth with Moſes, as it were from Mount Abarin, begin 
to contemplate the promiſes of God. And ſo now he is come 
into 


